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Application Assignment 
 
 

Which Application Should I Use? 
 
 
Q: When should I apply for a Culinary Education Program License? 
 
A:    See s. 381.0072, F.S. (Florida Statute) 
        A Culinary Education Program means a program that educates enrolled students in the culinary arts 

and is provided by: 
   A State University or Florida College institution as defined in F.S. 1000.21. 
   A Career Center as defined in F.S. 1001.44. 
   A Charter Technical Career Center as defined in F.S. 1002.34. 
   A nonprofit independent college or university as delineated in F.S. 381.0072 (2) (e).  
   A nonpublic postsecondary educational facility licensed under part III F.S. 1005. 
 

 
Q: Am I a caterer? 

 

A: You need this type of license if the only thing you intend to do is cater food.  Catering is when you 
prepare food or drink in order to serve it at another location.  Most commonly, you have been hired 
to prepare certain foods, your services are paid by one individual and you simply take this food to a 
predetermined location where it is served. 
   You will not be limited to food delivery only. 
   You will not be a permanent food service that has seats. 
   You will not be a permanent food service that is take-out only. 
   You will not be a mobile food service that is movable and sells food in different locations. 
Any type of licensed public food service can cater  in addition to the food service that is 
conducted. If you want to conduct food service that is more than only catering, do not choose this 
license category. 

 

If your food service only provides food to private, pre-contracted functions or events, then you would 
choose caterer. 

 

If you choose caterer, see 
http://www.myfloridalicense.com/dbpr/HR/licensing/documents/PP%20Plan%20Review.pdf.pdf to 
help you complete and submit a plan review packet. 

 
 
Q: Am I a permanent food service establishment or a mobile food dispensing vehicle (MFDV)? 

 

A: If your food service is located within a building that is attached to the ground, you are a permanent 
food service establishment. (A mobile food establishment is one that is mounted on wheels and is 
movable from place to place.) 

 

If you choose permanent food service establishment, see 
http://www.myfloridalicense.com/dbpr/HR/licensing/documents/PP%20Plan%20Review.pdf.pdf to 
help you complete and submit a plan review packet. 

 
 
Q: Am I a permanent food service establishment with seating? 

 

A: If your permanent food service establishment has seats installed inside or outside for customers to 
sit and eat, then you have a seating food service. This type of establishment may also provide 
catering services. 

 

If you choose permanent food service establishment with seating, see 

http://www.myfloridalicense.com/dbpr/HR/licensing/documents/PP%20Plan%20Review.pdf.pdf
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http://www.myfloridalicense.com/dbpr/HR/licensing/documents/PP%20Plan%20Review.pdf.pdf to 
help you complete and submit a plan review packet. 

 
 
Q: Am I a permanent food service establishment that is non-seating? 

 

A: If your permanent food service establishment has no seats installed inside or outside for customers 
to sit and eat, then you have a non-seating food service.  This type of license is for take-out or 
delivery-only food service establishments that may have a seat or two for a customer to wait for their 
order to be prepared (for example, pizza takeout and delivery).  This type of establishment may also 
provide catering services. 

 

If you choose permanent food service establishment without seating, see 
http://www.myfloridalicense.com/dbpr/HR/licensing/documents/PP%20Plan%20Review.pdf.pdf to 
help you complete and submit a plan review packet. 

 

Q: Am I a Mobile Food Dispensing Vehicle or Hot Dog Cart? 
 

A: If you intend to serve more than just hot dogs (for example, hamburgers, French fries, tacos, fried 
chicken, etc.) and your food service operates from an enclosed trailer unit mounted on wheels and is 
movable from place to place, then you are most likely a mobile food dispensing vehicle (MFDV). 

 

If you choose mobile food dispensing vehicle, see 
http://www.myfloridalicense.com/dbpr/HR/licensing/documents/PP%20MFDV%20Plan%20Review.p 
df to help you complete and submit a plan review packet. 

 

If you intend to limit your menu to hot dogs or pre-cooked sausages only and your food service 
operates from an open-air cart/unit with wheels, then you are most likely a hot dog unit. 

 

If you choose hot dog cart, see 
http://www.myfloridalicense.com/dbpr/HR/licensing/documents/PP%20Hot%20Dog%20Cart%20Pla 
n%20Review.pdf to help you complete and submit a plan review packet. 

 
 
Q: Am I a Theme Park Cart? 

 

A: You can only be a theme park cart if you are located within a theme park or entertainment complex 
that is very specifically defined in code. 

 

A theme park or entertainment complex is comprised of at least 25 contiguous acres owned and 
controlled by the same owner and which contains permanent exhibitions and a variety of 
recreational activities and has a minimum of 1 million visitors annually. 

 

If you do not currently have a Theme Park Cart license, contact us at 
dhr.planreview@myfloridalicense.com. 

 
 
Q: Do I need to apply for a “New” license or a “Change of Ownership of an Existing” license? 

 

A: If you are taking over a food service that is currently licensed by the division or was licensed within 
the last 365 days by the division, then you most likely will need to choose “Change of Ownership” 
license. 

 

If you are unable to speak to the current or last known owner of the food service, you can see if a 
food service establishment was licensed within the last 365 days by the division by going to the 
search portal https://www.myfloridalicense.com/wl11.asp?mode=0&SID=&brd=H or food service 
records site http://www.myfloridalicense.com/dbpr/sto/file_download/public-records-food- 
service.html.
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If you are taking over a food service that is newly built, was licensed by another food regulatory 
agency (like the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services), or has been closed over a 
year OR has never functioned as a food service, then you most likely will need to choose “New” 
license. 

 
 
Q: If I change the name of my business (DBA – “doing business as”), is that considered a change 

of ownership? 
 

A: No.  A change of ownership occurs when the owner of the business changes – not the name of 
the business. 

 
 
Q: When is a plan review required in addition to licensing for a “New” establishment? 

 

A: If you build a new location or even just complete the interior of a newly-built location, take over a 
previously licensed food service that has been closed more than 365 days, or if you make 
changes at your establishment that involve relocating or adding new food service equipment or 
plumbing, then you most likely will need to submit a plan for review.  You can get plan review 
information at http://www.myfloridalicense.com/dbpr/hr/licensing/planreviewindex.html. 

 

If the changes you have made are only cosmetic, such as painting, changing signs, replacing old 
floor tiles with new floor tiles, then plan review would not be required.  To be certain that a plan 
review is not required, contact Plan Review at  dhr.planreview@myfloridalicense.com with a 
summary of changes or provide a before-and-after sketch. 

 
 
Q: When is a plan review required in addition to licensing for a “Change of Ownership” application? 

 

A: If you take over a currently licensed and operating food service, a previously licensed food service 
that has been closed 365 days or less, or if you make changes to the establishment that involve 
relocating or adding new food service equipment or plumbing, then you most likely will need to 
submit a plan for review. 

 
Q: Which application do I complete if there is no change of ownership at my permanent food service 

establishment but I change the equipment layout or add a new food preparation area? 
 

A: You would choose the “Apply for a (Non-seating or Seating) Establishment Plan Review Only”. 
 

You can get plan review information at 
http://www.myfloridalicense.com/dbpr/hr/licensing/planreviewindex.html. 

 
 
Q: I still am not sure which application to submit, who can I contact for help? 

 

  A:   You can contact Plan Review at  dhr.planreview@myfloridalicense.com for further assistance 
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