Alcoholic Beverage License 

Limitations and Restrictions at the Retail Level

Florida statutes place a limitation on the number of retail alcoholic beverage licenses within the limits of any county.  This number of “quota” licenses is based on population for each such county.  However, the limitation does not apply to the issuance of licenses to restaurants meeting specific requirements.  These licenses are known as “special” licenses, and are issued under the specifications of either general law or special acts of law with the suffix SRX.
General Law

A special license may be issued to any restaurant having 2,500 square feet of service area, equipped to serve 150 persons full course meals at tables at one time, and deriving at least 51% of its gross revenue from the sale of food and nonalcoholic beverages.
A special license may not operate as a package store, nor sell intoxicating beverages after the hours of serving food have elapsed.*
A special license issued under the general law is valid only in the name of the owner or lessee and only on the premises where the license is issued and cannot be moved to a new location nor changed to a new owner.  However, this does not prevent an application for and transfer of a license to a bona fide purchaser.
 *The general law provisions for a required percentage of food do not apply to any restaurants granted a special license prior to January 1, 1958 which have remained in continuous operation.  These have the suffix SR.
Special Acts of Law may specify other requirements that a restaurant must meet in order to be granted a special license.  These requirements usually specify alternative square footage or number of persons for service of full course meals.  Any restaurant within the purview of the special act of law must abide by the specific requirements of the special act. (See chart on back for list of requirements by county.)
Restaurant License Criteria

Special restaurant licenses will be issued to applicants in restaurants meeting specific criteria.  Each restaurant:
 Must have a service area occupying a specified minimum amount of square feet of floor space.

. Any rooms in the building used exclusively in the operation of the restaurant shall be included in the required square footage.

 Must have accommodations for the service and seating of a specified minimum number of patrons at tables at one time.

. Tables and seating must be located within the floor space and available at all times for minimum seating requirement.

. Tables must be of adequate size to accommodate service of full course meals.

. Seating at counters used to serve food shall be included in minimum seating requirements.

 Must have all equipment for the service of a specified minimum number of full course meals on the premises at one time.
. Full course meals must be available at all times when the restaurant is serving alcoholic beverages.

. A full course meal must include a salad or vegetable, an entrée, a beverage, and bread.

. Mixed drinks are included as an alcoholic beverage.

 Must hold the appropriate restaurant license issued by the Division of Hotels and Restaurants.

 Must comply with all fire safety laws relating to the operation of a restaurant.

 Must maintain the required percentage on a bi-monthly basis.

. At least 51% of total gross revenues must come from retail sale on the licensed premises of food and non-alcoholic beverages for all special licenses granted after April 18, 1972.
. Catering proceeds are not included in the calculation of total gross revenues.
Investigations of Licensed Premises
Establishments will be investigated by the Division of Alcoholic Beverages and Tobacco to insure that the establishment is a bona fide restaurant primarily engaged in food and non-alcoholic beverage sales and service, and to ensure that the requirements of the special license have been met and continue to be met.
The investigations will include a sight inspection during operation under a temporary initial license and/or prior to issuance of a permanent license, and periodically throughout the life of the license, for space, seating, and service requirements.
· Measurements will be taken to verify the square footage noted in the license application sketch.

· Seating will be counted and confirmed for the required number of patrons at one time.

· Service items for a full course meal will be verified for the required number of seats. 

Investigations will also include a records audit within the first few months of operating under a new license, and periodically throughout the life of the license, for adherence to the food percentage requirements.
 Separate records must be maintained of all purchases and sales of food, non-alcoholic beverages, and alcoholic beverages, and any other source of income.

. Must be maintained on the premises or at a division approved place.

. Must be maintained for a 3 year period.

. Must be made available to the division within 14 days upon demand.

. Must be legible, clear, and in English. 
 Records can include but are not limited to:
. Purchase invoices of all items sold 
. Cash register reports, Z-tapes, and guest checks

. Financial statements, bank statements, check book registers
. Sales journals, general ledgers

. DOR sales tax returns
 The percentage of food and non-alcoholic beverage sales will be compared with total gross revenues to insure compliance with the required percentage using the formula:
gross revenues from food and non-alcoholic beverages

total gross revenues from all sources of income

Failure of an establishment to operate as a bona fide restaurant, and to meet and maintain all requirements for the special license, will result in denial or revocation of the license.

Division Offices

Pensacola:  850-494-5970

    4900 Bayou Boulevard, Suite 210, Pensacola 32503 

Panama City:  850-236-3050

    7948 Front Beach Road, Panama City Beach 32407

Tallahassee:  850-488-4271

    1940 North Monroe Street, Tallahassee 32399-1026
Jacksonville:  904-727-5552

    7960 Arlington Expway, Suite 600, Jacksonville 32211 
Gainesville:  352-333-2515

    240 Northwest 76th Drive, Suite B, Gainesville 32607
Orlando:  407-245-0785

    400 West Robinson Street, Room 709, Orlando 32801
Tampa:  813-272-2610

    1313 Tampa Street, Suite 909, Tampa 33602
Fort Myers:  239-344-0885

    2295 Victoria Avenue, Suite 145, Fort Myers 33901 
Fort Pierce:  772-468-3927

    4976 South 25th Street, Fort Pierce 34981  

West Palm Beach:  561-650-6872

    111 South Sapodilla Avenue, West Palm Beach 33401  

Fort Lauderdale:   954-917-1350

    5080 Coconut Creek Park, Margate 33063  

Miami:  305-470-6787

    8240 Northwest 52nd Terrace Suite 303, Doral 33166 
Requirements per County

	Square Footage
	Seating
	Counties

	1,800
	100
	Alachua

	2,000
	125
	Highlands

	2,500
	150
	Baker, Bay, Bradford, Charlotte, Citrus*, Clay, Collier, Columbia, Desoto, Dixie, Duval, Escambia, Flagler, Franklin, Gadsden, Gilchrist, Glades, Gulf, Hamilton, Hardee, Hernando, Jefferson, Lee, Leon, Levy, Manatee, Marion, Monroe, Orange**, Palm Beach, Pinellas, Polk, Putnam, St. Johns, Santa Rosa, Sarasota, Seminole, Sumter, Taylor, Union, Volusia, Wakulla 

	3,000
	150
	Lake, Okeechobee 

	4,000
	200
	Brevard, Broward, Dade, Hendry, Indian River, Martin, Nassau,  Osceola, Pasco, St. Lucie

	4,000
	100
	Hillsborough, Walton

	5,000
	200
	Okaloosa


	Package Sales Only
	Calhoun, Holmes, Jackson

	Dry
	Lafayette, Liberty, Madison, Suwannee, Washington


	*Citrus County exception – 4,000 / 200 for premises with 
                                            cocktail lounge or open bar.
**Orange County city exceptions – 3,000 / 150 Winter Park  

                                             and 4,000 / 200 Maitland.
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