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FINAL ORDER
THIS MATTER came before the Board of Accounténci {Board) pursuantto Section ~
120.565, Florida Statutes (FS), at a duly-noticed public meeting held on October 10, 2014,
in Miramar, Florida, for-a hearing on the Petition for Declaratory Statement filed by Joseph
Master & Company, LLP (Pestitioner) on July 25, 2014. The notice of the petition appeared
in the Florida Administrative Register on July 31, 2014, in Volume 40, Number 148. No
comments by interested persons were received. Richard A. Haughwout was present to
speak on behalf Petitioner. The Board was represented by Mary Ellen Clark, Senior
Assistant Attomey'GeneréI. Having considered the petition and testimony presented, the
Board makes the following findings and conclusions.
FINDINGS OF FACT

1. Petitioner is a Certified Public Accountant (CPA) firm licensed in Florida with
two Florida CPA partners with equal ownership; the firm business activities are
predominately Certified Public Accounting: One of the partners is also Florida securities
licensed as an Agent and Investment Advisor Representative and Florida insurance
licensed for Life, Health and Variable Annuity. The securities and insurance activities are
operated and maintained under the name “Florida Wealth Counselors, LLC."

2. Rule 61H1-26.001(1), FAC, provides in part that “[a] Florida certified public

accountant shall not practice under a name which is misleading or deceptive as to the legal
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form of the firm or as to persons who are partners, or shareholders of the firm or as to any
other matter. In this regard:

(a) A Florida certified public accountant may practice public accounting under a
fictitious name which is not misleading or deceptive.as to the persons who are sole
proprietors, partners, or shareholders.”

3. Petitioner asks whether if its firm name were changed from “Joseph
Master & Company, LLP” to “Florida Wealth Counseling, LLP, Certified Public
Accountants,” to establish a continuing brand, would the proposed name be misleading,
in violation of Rule 61H1-26.001(1), FAC?

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

4, The Board has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to section 120.565, and
Chapter 473, Florida Statutes.

5. The Board answers guestion in the negative. The answer is premised
upon the following:

A That all members of Florida Wealth Counseling, LLP, are Florida licensed
CPAs; and

B. That Petitioner remain in compliance with the requirements of Rule 61H1-
26.001(3), FAC, regarding name-shared office space.

This Order shall become effective upon filing with the Clerk of the Department of
Business and Professional Regulation.
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DONE AND ORDERED this {5 day of ALM , 2014,

BC?RD OF ACCOUNTANCY

ﬂ(&adw{"

Veloria A. Kelly, Division Director v
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NOTICE OF RIGHT TO APPEAL

A party who is adversely affected by this Final Oder is entitied to judicial review pursuant to
Section 120.68, Florida Statutes. Review Proceedings are governed by Rules 9.110 and
9.190, Florida Rules of Appellate Procedure. Such proceedings are commenced by filing
one copy of a Notice of Appeal with the Department of Business and Professional
Regulation, Attn: Ronda L. Bryan, Agency Clerk, 1940 North Monroe Street, Suite 92,
Tallahassee, Florida 32399 and a Second copy, accompanied by filing fees prescribed by
law, with the District Court of Appeal, First District, or with the District Court of Appeal in the
Florida Appellate District where the Party Resides. The Notice of Appeal must be filed
within thirty (30) Days of Rendition of the Order to be reviewed.

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
| HEREBY CERTIFY that a true and correct copy of the foregoing was furnished
by U.S. mail to Richard A. Haughwout, Joseph Master & Company, LLP, 145 East Rich
Ave., Suite A, Deland, FL 32724-4338; and by interoffice mail to Mary Ellen Clark,
Senior Assistant Attorney General, Administrative Law Section, PL-01 The Capitol,

Tallahassee, Fiorida 32399-1050, this 13 day of , 2014,
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Joseph Mastar & Company. LLPisa partnershlp with two Florida CPA partners with
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One partner Is also Florida securities licensed asanAgent and Invastmant Advlsor

- ."Represéntative: and. Flprrlda insurance Jicensed for Life,: Healﬂral@gl Variable- Annulty
' Theas securities and insuraiice aqwmgs are operatad and mamatsd under the name "~ "
* *Floride Wealtri coaﬁéalrng. LEe™ . e e

We are considering changing our firm name from “Joseph Master & Company, LLP"to
“Florida Wealth Counsélirg, LLP, Cettified Public Awoum igqaggtabllshg continuing
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(1) A Florida certified public accountant may practice publlc accountlng whether as
an owner or employee, only in the fonn of a proprietorship, a partnership or a
corporation, or a limited liability company. A Florida cerfified public accountant shall not
allow any person to practice In his name that ie not.a paitrier-or.shareholder with him or
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are partners, or shareholders of the firm or as to any other matter. In this regard:

(a) A Florida certified public accountant may practice public accounting under a fictitious
name which is not misleading or deceptive as to the persons who are sole proprietors,
partners, or shareholders:

Our Conclusion
The name "Florida Wealth Counseling, LLP, Certified Public Accountants” is not

misleading or deceptive as to the nature of the business, as to the legal form of the firm
or as to the parsons who are partners.

Thank you for your consideration of this petition.

Sincerely,

oo/

Richard A Haug , Managing Partner

oy PO, e
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Re: Petition for Declaratory Statement Before the Division of Certified Public
Accountancy, Board of Accountancy by Joseph Master & Company, LLP

Dear SirMadam:

Enclosed s a Petition for Declaratory Statement pursuant to Florida Administrative
Code 28.105. We request that appropriate action be taken so that the petition can be
placed on the Board of Accountancy agenda for its August 15, 2014 meaeting.

Thank you for your assistance with this request. Please contact me regarding any
questions that may arise.

Sincerely,

Gt

Encloaure



