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Laws Implemented:  473.306 & 08, Florida Statutes VW 2010.302
Variance Requested: mmwmeMdewmmw

Relevant Facts: Petitioner has both completed 2 Master of Accounting degree and passed
al] four sections of Uniform CPA Exam within the last year. Yet, he has
foumd it extrerncly difficult finding suitahle employment working uader 8
licensed CPA, in Southwest Florida. Becense of the carrent economic
conditions facing many CPA-candidates, and the short term prospects
these conditions sepresent, Petitioner is begioning full time smdies
towards'a Juris Doctorate degres in Aungust of this year.

Variance & FL Law: The action requested by Petitioper is totally consistent, based on his
understanding, with the underlying laws govemning licensure of Certified
Puhlic Accoumtants. All current edncational, testing, and work experienoe
mqunmmbhshedbythemndaloyﬂm:emddappmwbe
conserved and conformed to if Board grants petition.

Nature of Variance: The proposed variance 13 indended as permanent by the Petitioner.
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Florida Statute:
473308 (4)(x) Licensure/Work Experience
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* Received a Master of Accounting degree from Nova Southeastern University in
September of 2009,

¢ Passed the four sections of the Uniform CPA Exame between July and November of 2009,
Finel passmg grade was raleased in Deocnaber of 2009.

¢ Received memorandum and original licensure application packet from Florida Board of
Accountaney in Japuacy of 2010,

Petitioner bas been mneuccessful in finding suitable employment working noder a loensed CPA
mmmmmmma&mammm@mm
peﬁﬁomrhas;ppﬁedbmdhubmmmdquMﬂhScbmloﬂminmm
for the Class of 2013,

Petitioner asks the Board of Accountancy whether it can exxtend the 36 month deadiine for
original Liceapsure application or ellow academic training at an ABA-aceredited school of law to
replace the 1 year work experience requirement
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STATE OF FLORIDA ) Fe#__ 2010-09763

BOARD OF ACCOUNTANCY
IN RE: PETITION FOR VARIANCE BY s A

PATRICK CALLEN
VW 2010-302

ORDER

Petitioner, Patrick Callen, filed a petition for a permanent variance from the
requirements of Rule 61H1-28.0052(2), Florida Administrative Code (FAC), on May 14,
2010. The notice of the petition appeared in the Florida Administrative Weekly on June 4,
2010, in Volume 36 Number 22; no comments by interested persons were received. The
petition was heard at a duly-noticed public meeting of the Board of Accountancy on August
27, 2010, in Tampa, Florida. At the hearing on this matter, Petitioner was neither present
m;r represented by counsel. The Board was represented by Mary Elien Clark, Assistant
Attorney General.

STATEMENT OF RELEVANT FACTS

The facts relevant to the petition are as follows:

1. Petitioner is an applicant for licensure as a certified public accountant (CPA).

2. Petitioner passed the FAR section of the CPA examination on September 20,
2009; passed BEC on November 12, 2008; passed REG on November 10, 2009; and
passed AUD on December 18, 2009.

3. Section 473.308(4), Florida Statutes (FS), provides that an applicant for licensure
must show one year of work experience. Rule 81H1-27.0041, FAC, specifies the manner
in which the one year of work experience must be documented.

4. Petitioner states that due to the current economic conditions, he has found it

extremely difficult to find suitable employment working under a licensed CPA, for purposes



of meeting the one year work experience requirement.

5. Rule 61H1-28.0052(2), FAC, provides that “a candidate shall be deemed to
have passed the CPA Examination when the candidate has been granted credit for all
sections of the CPA Examination. Upon certification by the Board to the Department
shall issue a license to practice public accounting to such individual. However, in no
event shall an initial license be issued if the initial licensure fees and all required
dacuments are not received within 36 months of the date of certification of examination
scores by the Board; in such case, the certification expires and the applicant may
reapply for licensure by endorsement, pursuant to Section 473.308{7)a), Florida
Statutes.”

6. Pelitioner seeks a permanent variance from Rule 61H1-28.0052(2), FAC, to
extend the time period during which all documents required for licensure must be received
from 36 months to 60 months following certification of his examination scores, to allow him
additional time to document his one year of work experience. Petitioner proposes to use
the additional time to pursue a law degree.

GROUNDS FOR DENIAL

The Board determined that the petition for variance should be denied on the
following grounds:

7. Petitioner failed to establish that the purpose of the accountancy licensure
statute would be met as required by Section 473.308, Florida Statutes.

8. Petitioner failed to establish that the Board's full application of Rule 61H1-
28.0052(2), FAC, to his circumstances would violate principles of fairness and would

impose a substantial hardship on him.



This Order shall become effective upon filing with the Clerk of the Department of
Business and Professional Regulation.

DONE AND ORDERED this _$— dayof _ {QiZzho.s , 2010,

by the Florida Board of Accountancy.

b 0

Veloria A. Kelly, Division gjrector™

NOTICE TO APPLICANT
You may seek review of this Order, pursuant to Sections 120.569 and 120.57,

Florida Statutes, by filing a petition with the Division Director of the Board, 240 Northwest
76™ Drive, Suite A, Gainesville FL 32607, within 21 days of receipt of this Order. If you
dispute any material fact upon which the Boards decision is based, you may request a
hearing before an administrative law judge pursuant to Section 120.57(1), Florida Statutes;
your petition must contain the information required by Rule 28-106.201, Florida
Administrative Code, a copy of which Is enclosed, including a statement of the material
facts which are in dispute. If you do not dispute any material fact, you may request a
hearing before the Board pursuant to Section 120.57(2), Florida Statutes; your petition
must include the information required by Rule 28-106.301, Florida Administrative Code, a
copy of which is enclosed. If you request a hearing, you have the right to be represented by
an attomney or other qualified representative, to take testimony, to call or cross-examine
witnesses, to have subpoena and subpoena duces tecum issued, and to present written

evidence or argument.
Pursuant to Section 120.573, Florida Statutes, you are hereby notified that

mediation pursuant to that section is not available.



Certificate of Service
| HEREBY CERTIFY that a true and correct copy of the foregoing has been
fumished by U.S. Certified Mail to Patrick J. Callen, 8326 Bemwood Cove Loop #905, Ft,
Myers, Florida 33966; and to F. Scott Boyd, Executive Director, Joint Administrative
Procedures Committee, Room 120 Holland Building, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1300, anﬂ
nergl, PL-01 The Capitol, Tallahassee, Florida

Mary Ellen cwmgm Attormey Ge
32399-1050 this day of _ (A" (4
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