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IN RE: PETITION FOR VARIANCE BY
ELZBIETA BIJLLANI

ORDER GRANTING PETITION /W 2011-369

Petitioner, Elzbieta Bijlani, filed a petition for a permanent variance from the

requirements of Rule 61H1-28.0052(1)(b), Florida Administrative Code, on November 1,
2011. The notice of the petition appeared in the Florida Administrative Weekly on
November 23, 2011, in Volume 37 Number 47; no comments by interested persons were
received. The petition was heard at a duly-noticed public meeting of the Board of
Accountancy on January 24, 2012, in Tampa, Florida. At the hearing on this matter,
Petitioner was present. The Board was represented by Mary Elien Clark, Assistant
Attomey General.
STATEMENT OF RELEVANT FACTS

The facts relevant to the petition are as follows:

1. Petitioner is an applicant for licensure as a certified public accountant (CPA).

2. Rule 61H1-28.0052(1)b), FAC, provides in part, “candidates must pass all
four test sections of the CPA Examination within a rolling eighteen-month period, which
begins on the NASBA grade release date for the first test section(s) passed.”

3. Petitioner passed the FAR portion of the CPA examination on February 26, 2010,
and credit for that portion of the examination expired on August 25, 2011. Petitioner
passed the AUD portion of the examination on April 3, 2011, and credit for that portion of
the examination will expire on December 22, 2012. Petitioner passed the BEC portion of

the examination on August 20, 2011, and credit for that portion of the examination will



expire on March 26, 2013.

4. Petitioner seeks a temporary variance from Rule 61H1-28.0052(1)(b), FAC, to
allow her an extension of time until May 31, 2012, to retain the passing score on the FAR
beyond the eighteen months, until she can pass the REG portion of the CPA examination.

GROUNDS FOR APPROVAL

The Board determined that the petition for variance should be granted and the
eighteen-month period extended to May 31, 2012, on the following grounds:

5. Petitioner established that the Board’s full application of Rule 61H1-
28.0052(1)(b), FAC, to her circumstances would violate principles of fairness and would
impose a substantial hardship on her.

6. Petitioner established that, if she were granted the variance, the purpose of the
accountancy examination statute would be met as required by Section 473.3086, Florida
Statutes.

This Order shall become effective upon filing with the Clerk of the Department of

Business and Professional Regulation.

DONE AND ORDERED this a?a?‘“’{ day of _g&éwa, , 2012,

by the Florida Board of Accountancy.
Veloria A. Kelly, Division Dl&ctor -
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NOTICE TO APPLICANT

You may seek review of this Order, pursuant to Sections 120.569 and 120.57,
Florida Statutes, by filing a petition with the Division Director of the Board, 240 Northwest
76™ Drive, Suite A, Gainesville FL 32607, within 21 days of receipt of this Order. If you
dispute any material fact upon which the Board’s decision is based, you may request a
hearing before an administrative law judge pursuant to Section 120.57(1), Florida Statutes;
your petition must contain the information required by Rule 28-106.201, Florida
Administrative Code, a copy of which is enclosed, including a statement of the material
facts which are in dispute. If you do not dispute any material fact, you may request a
hearing before the Board pursuant to Section 120.57(2), Florida Statutes; your petition
must include the information required by Rule 28-106.301, Florida Administrative Code, a
copy of which is enclosed. If you request a hearing, you have the right to be represented by
an attorney or other qualified representative, to take testimony, to call or cross-examine
witnesses, to have subpoena and subpoena duces tecum issued, and to present written
evidence or argument.

Pursuant to Section 120.573, Florida Statutes, you are hereby notified that
mediation pursuant to that section is not available.

Certificate of Service

| HEREBY CERTIFY that a true and correct copy of the foregoing has been
furnished by U.S. Certified Mail to Elzbieta Bijlani, 16520 Del Palacio Court, Delray Beach,
Florida 33484, and to Jesslyn Krouskroup, Chief Attomey, Joint Administrative Procedures
Committee, Pepper Building, Room 680, 111 W. Madison Street, Tallahassee, Florida
32399-1400, and Mary Ellen Clark, Assistant Attorey General, PL-01 The Capitol,
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1050 this __Z__* ddy of , 2012.
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Not Applicatla VW 2011-369

Applicshls portion of the rules -

G1E1-28.0082(1)(5), FAC: -

“Condidabey must pesa all four test seciions dhcrﬁhnﬂnﬂmwlﬁin;muq
elghtecn-tonth period, which beging on the dule thet the first tost soctlon(a) passed is
taken, [n the event 4ll four yections of the CPA Examination are not passed within the
mmdmmmmmmmummmmunm
month petiod will expire and the test seclion{s) mmst be retaken,™

The cltstion to the ristute ¢he rule s inglementing:
Sectian 473.308, F§ ~ Exuminations
Type of activn reqassted:

The petitioner requests that the Board of Avcountsncy wakve 61H] -
FAC (stated above) for my persenal situation, Hos TH1-28.0053(1)¢H).

MMWIMdemmlwmm.
variance for the petitioner:

I graduated fioen Flocdda Atlantic University in Angust of 2008 with BA in Accounting
and GPA of 3.5, Mhﬂmlnﬁhﬂhﬂuwd’dmlmwwﬂunm
Communications Comporation (“ths Company™) as s Finansial Anzlyst respengibie fur
Ruternal Finarcial Reporting. In November of 2010, I found out a dey befoge taking my
oo (Auditing and Axastation st that time) that my immodiate supereisar (Director of
External Reporiing) pasted eway unenpectiadly duriag giving birth at to hee Sirat child,
Tetira Jairam, CPA was n healilty young lady who wag only 36 & fhat time and was ooty
8 months pregnant. The baby survived but unfortunately due to conplicetions India
Jattam, CPA passed aweay during giving birih,




mmlswumwmmammmwwumh,md
mmmﬂnmmmmmmmmﬁmm.twmmh,
altpation in which suddenly 1 was fully responsibls for the filing of fixe 10K and 100
&mmhhspuﬁumumdmﬁmemmsncumnumplnﬁngmm
floanpial statements for stand alens eudits and varioos delt covenants by myqalf SRA
commluﬂmcmpnuﬂmlummplucupmﬂnnwiﬂ:m”mquﬁmmd
eamplex transactions.

1 put all my efftnts to get the watk done, I sacrificed the fime with any faryily, xy son and
the tima that I wee supposed o stody for the CPA exam 1o sceomplish all the required
ulh.lwhdmd[uhmdnﬂngdayuilﬂghtxvmﬁnmludhml
zeporting knows that thers is & Jot of extre time Gt noods to be put in turing the yesr end
fiiing I ha to do mot only that but also coruplete el the task thit otherwiso iy director
would heve completad. In addition to 1UK. and 10Q docaments (Q12011), T had to mke
over canplets responsibilities over stand fiting requirerments for £18 company (oo of
thern dus in the perind hetwnen April and Yis) and mmlitple delt covermmt cpfeulations
angd finqasial statements, '

X was a very atregafd] time for me dneing which I lcamed s lot; , ot the sametima
I was uot sbie stndy for the CPA, exam. I had to make s bard cholce of putting salde my
drearas of bevoming the CPA and pessing the CPA sxam to behave like g respomsibls
profossional with high work ethios and complets the 10K Sling iogether with qther stand
alone sudits and the fillng of the 1 quarter 10Q Sor SBA Comitmnications Corporstion
on my own,

Ones the “busy tims™ of year end reporting passed, I started ntudylng for the CPA axam
again, howevet, at that moment my time started running out. 1had to take. 3 sectfons of
the exam from Apeil 2011 to Auguet 2011 and pass them on the firet try] 1 .
studying during the 4 month time frame while also beitig a mom % my son aud working
in fnsneinl reposting. Imsmdﬁecmmbeﬁnﬂnuﬂfm-m‘,m
pasaad Fisaneial Accounting and Reporting (FAR) exgm expired hoping that T would
pasa the rematning parts of the ecam on ths At wy. Unformately, due to time
mmmmﬂndbmhwﬂhmdmlpmdumﬂ
mﬁmmummdmnmhﬂﬂnﬁw&cmupummwmﬁﬂ
paas the Regulation (REQ) exam which 1 took on July 9, 2011. I redeived the score on
Boptemiber 22, 2011 for Reguletion (RBG) exem dus to the extended soce reporting
procedurea, | am ourrently prepering 10 tetako and paas the Repulation (RRG) exam,

As g result of cironmstences desotThed above, I completed and passed 3 sstions of the
CPA excam (thia takea in ascovnt the Finansisl Ancovmiing aud Reportiog (FAR) exam
which according to the 18 month ralling window expired at the end of Angnst of this
yout). My understanding iu that ths CPA exam is supposed to make sure that the entry
level accommtants have the appropriate. [ével of knowledge and ethios o enfyy the
profeszion which I bellove that [ have proven by my aotions, Dne to the unforopsen
circutustances desodbed above, I am requesting fhe exdension of credit £y the Finencis]




Aowuuﬁggudkmﬁng(ﬁhk)mMmFdnnqﬁ,muwhiohwmﬂhw
mmdyandpmhkesulntlmmﬂmmmdmdnm br'ﬂnﬁmethutllmhkl;g
on the extm and ueexpocted responsibilitias described shove,

mmnwhvuhummmomofhumms

xmmrmmmmwmmmﬁmﬁammﬁh
CPA eaun dordng the rollj wmmum-mmxm
ﬂwumpmaﬂumﬁuﬂmmmuh!uhmpnﬂwmmqmn
mﬁdmﬁnmﬂhﬁgmmdﬁnﬂuﬁdm&uﬂdﬂﬁm
ﬁmh@AmMﬂmmﬂo&lbﬁmthMudeﬁuw
ﬁmﬂhmmﬁme&mmmdwmmmhmmlm
mopﬁmohdmbmdmh&umﬁulmmtyﬁmxm
Mmm«mmhwmmnnm(pm
mhhnm?ebmmrﬁ.zclomdmﬂhﬂnwmhmﬁymﬂummm
mmdmhupﬂnﬂwﬂmﬂ:lﬂlhuﬁn;mhmgm;?d
veaponsibilitios deseribed above, I believe that nnt extanding u:edit_ the Pinsnoinl
Amuwﬁngmdnmlﬁn;(mx)mmwﬂdﬂdmyﬂmuudmmm
substantial hardship,

Pefitioner Statement:

The petitioner neeles 4 tamporary vatience or walvee from Ryle S1H1-28.0052¢1)(b), FAC
through end fncloding May 31, 2012




