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IN RE: PETITION FOR VARIANCE BY Fle# __2012-06908
ANDREA BROWNE
ORDER GRANTING PETITION

Petitioner, Andrea Browne, filed a petition for a permanent variance from Rule
61H1-27.0041(2), Florida Administrative Code (FAC), on May 1, 2012. The notice of the
petition appeared in the Florida Administrative Weekly on May 25,. 2012, in Volume 38
Number 21; no comments by interested persons were received. The petition was heard at
a duly-noticed public meeting of the Board of Accountancy held an June 8, 2012, in
Tampa, Florida. At the hearing on this matter, Petitioner was neither present nor

represented by counsel. The Board was represented by Mary Ellen Clark, Assistant

Attorney General.

STATEMENT OF RELEVANT FACTS' VW 2012-138

The facts relevant to the petition are as follows: e

1. Petitioner applied for licensure in Florida as a certified public accountant {CPA)
by endorsement on October 19, 2011.

2. Section 473.308(4), Florida Statutes (FS), provides that an applicant for licensure
must show one year of work experience (applicants who applied for licensure prior to
December 31, 2008 and passed the examination on or before June 30, 2010, are exempt
from this requirement). Rule 61H1-27.0041, FAC, specifies the manner in which the one
year of work experience must be documented.

3. Rule 61H1-27.0041(2), FAC, provides in part that “one year of work experience



shall be heid and understood to mean the rendition of services such as are customarily
performed by full-time, regularly employed staff employees of a certified public accountant
during the normal workweek as required by the employing certified public accountant,
commencing after the completion of the educational requirements set forth in subsection
61H1-27.002(3), F.A.C."

4, Petitioner passed the CPA examination on August 28, 2010. Petitioner currently
holds an active CPA license issued April 11, 2011 in Maine.

5. Petitioner completed the additional education requirements on March 22, 2012
in order to be eligible for licensure by endorsement in Florida.

6. From January 1, 2006 through November 2, 2009, Petitioner worked under the
supervision of a licensed CPA.

7. Petitioner seeks a permanent variance from Rule 61H1-27.0041(2), FAC, to
the extent necessary for the Board to find that the supervised experience she
completed prior to meeting Florida education requirements for CPA licensure satisfies
the one year work experience requirement for licensure.

Grounds for Approval

The Board determined that the petition for variance should be granted on the
following grounds:

8. Petitioner established that the purpose of the underlying statute, Section
473.308(4)(a), FS, would be met were she to be granted a variance from the rule in that
she has completed more than five years of experience under the supervision of a
licensed CPA.

9. Petitioner further established that the Board's application of Rule 61H1-
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27.0041(2), FAC, to her circumstances would violate principles of fairness and would
impose a substantial hardship on her.

It is therefore ORDERED that the petition be GRANTED.

This Order shall become effective upon filing with the Clerk of the Department of

Business and Professional Regulation.

DONE AND ORDERED this l‘{\rLday of _ (Oadutee. , 2012,

Veloria A. Kelly, Division Dire&or/

~ NOTICE TO APPLICANT
You may seek review of this Order, pursuant to Sections 120.569 and 120.57,
Florida Statutes, by filing a petition with the Division Director of the Board, 240 Northwest
76™ Drive, Suite A, Gainesville FL 32607, within 21 days of receipt of this Order. If you
dispute any material fact upon which the Board's decision is based, you may request a

by the Florida Board of Accountancy.

hearing before an administrative law judge pursuant to Section 120.57(1), FS; your petition
must contain the information required by Rule 28-106.201, FAC, a copy of which is
enclosed, including a statement of the material facts which are in dispute. If you do not
dispute any material fact, you may request a hearing before the Board pursuant to Section
120.57(2), FS; your petition must include the information required by Rule 28-106.301,
FAC, a copy of which is enclosed. If you request a hearing, you have the right to be
represented by an attomney or other qualified representative, to take testimony, to calt or
cross-examine witnesses, to have subpoena and subpoena duces tecum issued, and to
present written evidence or argument.

Pursuant to Section 120.573, FS, you are hereby notified that mediation pursuant to

that section is not available.



Certificate of Service
| HEREBY CERTIFY that a true and correct copy of the foregoing has been
furnished by U.S. Certified Mail to Andrea Browne, P.O. Box 123, Bonita Springs, Florida
34133, and to Jesslyn Krouskroup, Chief Attorney, Joint Administrative Procedures
- Committee, Pepper Building, Room 680, 111 W. Madison Street, Tallahassee, Florida

32399-1400, and Mary Ellen Clark, Assistant Attomey General, PL-01, The Capitol,
Tallahassee, Florida 32329-1050 this day of er L, 2012,
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Nt Applicabie v W 2012_138

Applicable portion of the rale:
sIHL22000¢y .

51 H1-27,0041 Ons Year of Work Etperienes,

With the execptiom of an applicant whe completes the requirements of Section 473.303(3), F.5, on or befors
Deoexber 31, 2608, and who passes the Ticeosure axamination tv or before Jime 36, 2010, an spplicent Moy
docurnent onie yuur of work experionce s follows;

(1) Defimitions, Within the cantext of this rals, the following definitions apply:

{8} “Applicant™ An applicant is » person who has mel Flurida’s egucational requiremunts for licenswe and
jutends frooy the outset of the supsrvisad experience to meet the Mpervised experience requissrant lor Hosnsore,

{b) “Supervised” and “supervision™ the subjechon of the applieany, during employment, to ovorsight, gmdance
mdevalmlinnbyawpenisuwhohsdlhcﬁghtmmmolmddm:ctlhtuppll'masmmummltbh
acoomplisghed by the work and also s to the meang by which the regalt was to be accomplished.

{€) "Supcrvisor.™ A supesvisor is cither a licensed cortified public acoountent in good sunding with aoy
regulating hady ot a charteted accountunt recognized by the Intematianat Qualifications Appraisal Beard (JQAR)

(2) Une your of work expetience shall he held and mdersiesd W mean the zendition of sérvices such as are
costomerily perfiwrnad by full-time, roptlurly anployed sl emplayces of a certified public accountimt during the
normnl workweek ax required by the employing servified public stoolmtard, commencing after the completium of the
educational requinements set forth In subscetisn 61H!-27,002(2), 1.A.C. The £xpernance must ejther averagy al least
twestty (20) hours = week over no more thun one hindrad and four (104) weeks or sverags no more thun fony (40)
Rours & week aver no more than fifty-twe (52) waeks. Reasonable vacstion time and sick Jeave or other Toquired
gbstnces may be permitted, The supcrvisor, in her or his £pott to the Duprtment, shall cartify thar the spplicunt
mmdmmnmcmmwmdhymﬂ-ﬁmmdwmwdmﬁcmphymfora
sminimum of 2,000 hoors gained over a period of not less than fity-an {52) or mote than one hundred and foer
(104) weeks, The sequance of the cxpenence 7 considered itnmaterial, that is, whether the axparience was secured
hefore or after teking the examimaton, or partly befors the examination and partly after the exemination, provided
the Lwo periods combined cqual a1 Jeust one year,

Citation tv the statote the rule iy inplementing:
Saction 473.308, Licensure
Type of action requested:

‘The petitioner respreifully requests that the Bouard of Accimbimey grant a variange fom 61H1-27.0041 () which
Stawes, 11 par, that work cxpenvnce must commence after the complebon of the educations] requiremunts sct firth in
subsection 61H1-27.082(8), F.AC,
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Spocific Facts that demonstrate a vialatipn of principles uf fairgess that waald Justify & varfavec for the
pstitioncr:

I reccived my BS [n Accounting from the University of Southem Maine m December of 2005 aud carsed 150 ewedit
hows in 2011 by attending Soutrern Now Hampshire University g« » non-matriculated stodent. 1 have worked in the
Bocopnting profession for more e soven yours, passing the CPA exm in Bepreniber af 2010 und 2aming my CPA
icense in the stelc of Mame 1 April of 2011. | ve over five years of supérvision under the guidamce of multiple
CPA’;, 25 1 warked for four years in a mid-sized CPA firms and then another year and a hall in byterpal Audit and
Financial Repeming for the Office of the State Coawoller ot the State of Mains.

My work experience at the CPA firm voniisted of planning and performing all areas of an audlt, 55 well g5 preparing
the clint’s financat staternents. | also sporaFioed i plaming and exuruting single qudits of aoi-for-profit cifents
Teceiving grant momies, mﬁgmmlwddalwmmmmdmmmmmkedmlm
1040, 1041, 1120 and 11208 and 990, ¥ esponed tn wmious dizectors, all of whom were teegsed CPAs,

At the State of Maioe, | was responsible for designing intemal audit programns based upon {demified risk areas as
well 25 quality cantrel reviews und compliance audils for ARRA programs, 1 was directly supervised by the
Drrector of [nternal Audit wnd Fraencial Repeting, who was s CPA, | trensferred laterally tata the Fimancial
Reporting Doparomen! i =uty 201 | where T was responsiblc for assisting in the preparation of the annuat
(‘mrqnehensiveh @Annnnl Financia! Report, In this capacity, | roporied dwectly to the Principal Finanolal Aratyst who
witi unother CPA,

Upca relncating to Florida, ] undertook to filill the requirements for additional emurse to megt the edueation
requirements set forth In subsection 61H)-27.002(3), FAC, in good fafth.

The reason why the varianeo requetied wonld secve the porpose of the onderfying statots:

L bave performed the sarvices typically performed by & full-time, regiarly employed staff employee ofa CPA. 1am
of upright churmuter samd adhere to the sthical standerds of the CPA professinn, have pet all educational
requirements and have passed afl sections of the CPA exam.

Petitioner Stutement;

The petiticner requests & pecrasiint variancs from Rule 61H1-27.0041 (2),
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