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Dapartment of Businass and Professional Regulation

: Deputy Agency Clerk
STATE OF FLORIDA CLERK Erandon Nichols
BOARD OF ACCOUNTANCY Date 1/8i2015

Fie®  2015-00245

IN RE: PETITION FOR VARIANCE BY
CHRISTOPHER DABOUL

ORDER GRANTING PETITION

Petitioner, Christopher Daboui, filed a petition for a permanent variance from the
requirements of Rule 61H1-28.0052(1)b), Florida Administrative Code (FAC), on October 2, 2014.
The Notice of the petition appeared in the Florida Administrative Register on October 15, 2014, in
Volume 40 Number 201; no comments by interested persons were received: The petition was heard
ata duly-noticed public meeting of the Board of Accountancy on December 5, 2014, in Tallahassee,

Florida. At the hearing on this matter, Petitioner was present and the I_§_oard was represented by

- —— .

Mary Ellen Clark, Senior Assistant Attomey General.

starewentor uevanreacrs. VW 2014354

The facts relevant to the petition are as follows:

e ——

1. Petitioner is an applicant for licensure as a certified public accountant (CPA-). ‘

2. Rule 61H1-28.0052(1)(b), FAC, provides in part, “candidates must pass all four test
sections of the CPA Examination within a rolling eighteen-month period, which begins on the
NASBA grade release date for the first test section(s) passed.”

3. Petitioner passed the BEC portion of the CPA examination on March 17, 2009, and
credit for that portion of the examination expired on September 16, 2010. Petitioner passed the
FAR portion of the examination on May 20, 2009, and credit for that portion of the examination
expired on November 19, 2010: Petitioner passed the REG portion of the examination on August
26, 2010, and credit for that portion of the examination expired on February 25, 2011. Petitioner
passed the AUD portion of the CPA examination on November 23, 2010, and credit for that
portion of the examination expired on May 22, 2011.

4. Petitioner seeks a permanent variance from Rule 61 H1-28.0052(1 )(b), FAC, to allow an
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extension of two months beyond the eighteen months provided in the rule to retain the passing
score on the BEC portion of the examination through November 23, 2010, when -he passed the
fourth portion of the -examination. He is also seeking an extension of 4 days beyond the eighteen
months provided in the rule to retain the passing score on the FAR portion of the examination
through November 23, 2010, when he passed the fourth portion of the examination.

GROUNDS FOR APPROVAL . .

The Board determined the petition should be granted on the following grounds:

5. Petitioner established that the Board's full application of Rule 61H1-28.0052(1)b), FAC, to
his circumstances would violate principles of faimess and would impose a substantial hardship on
him.

6. Pefitioner established that, if he- were granted the variance, the purpose of the
accountancy examination statute would be met as required by Section 473.306, FS. |

This Order shall become effective upon filing with the Clerk of the Department of Business

and Professional Regulation.

DONE AND ORDERED this _ (£ day of écdnm - , 2015, by the

Q
d-tlm O,

Veloria A. Kelly, Division Diregtor v*

Florida Board of Accountancy.




NOTICE TO APPLICANT .

You may seek review of this Order, pursuant to Sections 120.569 and 120.57, Florida
Statutes, by filing a petition with the Division Director of the Board, 240 Northwest 76™ Drive, Suite
A, Gainesville FL 32607, within 21 days of receipt of this Order. If you dispute any material fact
upon which the Boards decision is based, you may request a hearing before an administrative law
judge pursuant to Section 120.57(1), Florida Statutes; your petition must contain the information
required by Rule 28-106.201, Florida Administrative Code, a copy of which is enclosed, including a
statement of the material facts which are in dispute. If you do not dispute any material fact, you may
request a hearing before the Board pursuant to Section 120.57(2), Florida Statutes; your petition
must include the information required by Rule 28-106.301, Florida Administrative Code, a copy of
which is enclosed. If you request a hearing, you have the right to be represented by an attomey or
other qualified representative, to take testimony, to call or cross-examine witnesses, to have
subpoena and subpoena duces tecum issued, and to present written evidence or argument.

Pursuant to Section 120.573, Florida Statutes, you are hereby notified that mediation
pursuant to that section is not available.

Certificate of Service

| HEREBY CERTIFY that a true and correct copy of the foregoing has been furnished by

U.S. Certified to Christopher M. Dabouli, P.O. Box 2817, Jacksonville, Florida 32203-2817, and to

Jesslyn Krouskroup, Chief Attorney, Joint Administrative Procedures Committee, 111 W. Madison

Street, Pepper Building, Room 680, Tallahassee, Fiorida 32399-1400, and Mary Elien Clark, Senior
Assistant Attorney General, PL-01 The Capitol, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1050 thlsﬁ

day of
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passing each part of the CPAmnatleastome,thazhemeetsthequahﬁmonsforhmsureasu
certified public accountant. Further, by not granting this petition under Rule 61H1-28 .0052(1)b),
FAC, based on. l’ps,cmmmces, would violate the iprinciples of fairness and would impose 2
substautul hardship on Pe’ntioner The Petitioner states as follows: ,

. 1d by . '

openmeeunghslmeaIlahassee,Flonda.grannngtbzPenuoner s request to sit for the CPA .
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' STATE OF FLORIDA -

) ol BOARD OF ACCOUNTANCY ac i _ Deputy Agency Cletk
; CLERX  Brandon Nichols ;
IN RE PETI’I:‘ION FOR PERMANENT VARIANCE BY Dete  10/2/2014
' CHRISTOPHER M.DABOUL Ler __I
' | . j'g. ;-}'[;3 .k; f
Petitioner Informanon' S
!
Name: . - Christopher M. Daboul
Address: Post Office Box 2817, Jacksonville, FL. 32203-2817 :

Phone Number.. - (904) 923-2160
: Applmun No: 74662

:?_:-.: ™ g v..-_', . e - -.
Atoraey Tatirmation:. oCT ¢ 2014 ' T
Not Applicable e 1 7 VW 2014-358 -;
-+ Applicable Port:om of the rules: i
ﬂgwm;) Number of Sittings, and Grannng ofCrpdit, Release of Grades and
: Completion of Examination, Transition Rules.
‘ Candidatés’ siust pass all four test sections of the CPA Examination within a rolling eighteen. .- o b
month period, which begins on the NASBA grade release date for the first test section(s) AU S
pas:edmtheevemallfomtestsecnomofﬂmCPAEamnmummmtpmedwuhmthe ' :
rolling eighteen-month period, credit for any test section(s) passed outside the elghteen- ¥
month period will expire and that test section(s) must be retaken, ’
The gitation to the statutethe rule is hnplementihg: g
Section 473306 - Examination ~ * | T T §
ThepenunnerrequeststhatmeBoazﬁ of Accountancy pmmemly waive Rule 61H1- "
.-.28. 0052(1)(b), FAC stated above due to the following circumstances.-- - .-
Spmﬁe fact that demon:lnte a violation of the princlples of l’airness that would justlfy a - g
. vamncefor the pedﬁoner' Dow s i":l' %
5y 5
The Petmoner, Chrisiopher M. Daboul, request a permanent variance waiving the eighteen (18) :
;month rule to pass all four sections of the CPA exam because Petitioner, has demonstrated, by ‘ 3
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2. From May 2, 2005 thru December 9, 2011, the Petitioner has sat, a total of twenty three (23)
times, to take the various sections of the CPA exam, During this time-frame, the Petitioner
passed several sections more than once (See Exhibit A-] and A-2)

3. Commencing with the REG section of the CPA exam on 05/02/2008, the Petitioner ‘was
* initially ungware that reasonable accommodations could be provided due to the Petitioner's
disability that is recognized under the Americans with Dissbilities Act. After sitting for the
BEC section on 05/25/2005, The Petitioner applied, and received reasonable
accommodations from Ms. Lynne Gwaltney, the ADA coordinator from the Department of
Business and Professional Regulations. Accommodations were granted by Ms. Gwaltney on

: - June 5, 2008, (See Exhibit B) :

i 4. On March 17,2009, the Petitioner sat, and passed, the Business Eavironmeat and Concepts: -

» .. (BEC) section of the CPA exam. As a result, an 18 month time clock was activated and the
Petitioner had until November 17, 2010 10 complete the following remaining sections; FAR,

REG, and AUD. (See Exhibit A-1 — See yellow highlighted entry 41)

5. On May 20, 2009, the Petitioner sat, and passed the Financial Accounting and Reporting
" (FAR) section of the CPA exam. (See Exhibit A-] - See yellow highlighted entry #2)

6. From June, 2009 thru June, 2010, the Petitioner st for & toal of five (5) times and failed the |

Audit and Adtestation section (AUD) of the CPA exam. More particularly, on 05/26/2010,
the Petitioner received a score of 74: however, based on the individual content area of each
section, the Petitioner received scores above 75: Planning, 76; Imternal Control, 76;
Information, 81; Review, 85; Communications, 77. (See Bxhibit C-1 and C-2). Exhibit A-1,
highlighted in orange shows a date of 06/19/2010, )

+ 17" Petitionér addréssed this matter with his formerdepartment chair at the University of North
Florida (aud former Board of Accountancy member and chair) and received the: attiched .
email. (Se¢ Exhibits D-1 and D-2 ~ each entry is in numerical order) ’

8. On 08/28/2010, the Petitioner sat, and passed, the Regulation (REG) section of the CPA
exam. (See Exhibit A - See yellow highlighted entry #3)

%, ‘On, November 23,2010, the Petitioner sat, and passed, the Audit and Attestation (AUD)

a " sqetion of the CPA exam. (See Exhibit A-l — see yellow highlighted entry #4; also, see
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10. The Petitioner re-attempted three times and failed the FAR section from June, 2011 thru
December, 2011. New material was covered, such as IFRS, that was not covered when the
Petitioner graduated in August, 2002. (See Exhibit A~1)

1_;.The?eﬁﬁgne::bgs&ﬁ?e;ﬁmnomichudslﬁpsiqcepasshgthqﬁﬁmd AUD sections and ..
" i last thrée ateihpts in sitting for the FAR dection of the CPA exam. = -
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“ !y 12.Petitioner has'been in foreclosyre since late 2010 and has been unable to find ﬁzll-nine i

employment in Florida. The Petitioner was employed for two years, on a temporary basis, as
& contact representative, with the JRS in Atlanta; however, becsuse of the cost of living and
trying to taaintain two households in both Georgia and Florida, the Petitioner was unable to
afford the study materials and testing fees to retake all the sections of the CPA exam,
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13. The Petitioner was transferred back to Florida and obtained a seasonal job with tha IRS as &
| contact representative. , The Petitioner was furloughed (laid off) on the last Friday in June,
2014 and is currently o unemployment as of the filing of this petition.” Sl

4.In 2011, the Petitioner was made aware that a request for variance may be obtained under

15. The Petitioner has never given up in his quest to become a certified public accountant:

- however, because it has been almost three (3) years since the last exam attempt in December,
2011 and because of his current economic situation, and disability, the Petitioner is uncertain
if he could pass all four parts of the CPA exam after a three year hiatiis.

16, Based on similar facts, this Board has granted permanent variances for other petitioners that

were facing economic bardship (foreclosure)(See. Exhibits F-1 thru F-4) and received
reasoneble accommodations, (See Exhibits G-1 thry G-4)

The reason whty the variance requested would serve the purpose of the underlying statnte:

SR
To the petitioner’s knowledge, he has met all the education requirements and is of good
moral character. Further, if the Board grants Petitioner’s request for a permanent variange;.
the Petitioner’s chances of abtaining permanent employment will substantially increase in
both the private and public sector. Also, during the time-frames that the Petitioner sat for the
CPA exam, he has worked, on a contract basis, with & local CPA firm for approximately
three years as well as the IRS for over two years to meet the work requirement. In addition,
the Petitioner is willing to take whatever continuing educational units (CEU’s) needed to

,+. make him compliant before receiving his license if the Board grants Petitioner’s request for a

2!
Yain
1%

permanent variance. .
.- i‘, 3 - I ;L Lt == 1
Petitioner Statement and Relief: ‘ Hgh.
The petitioner seeks a permanent variance from Rule 61H1-28.0052(1)(b), F.A.C. for the
Boand to accept Petitioner’s passage of the AUD exam on October 9, 2010 as having
completed the requircments to receive a Florida CPA license and due to the passage of time,
.require Pefitioner to complete the necessary continuing education units (CEUs) to bring
Petitioner up fo current standards. ,
f
R fully submitted AR
Christopher M, Daboul
L A e e .
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Subject: RE:RECORD REQUEST

From: G\«a!tney. L;nne (Lynne.Mey@nyﬂon;ldaIlc-e;me.com}
To: ‘ c_daboul@yaﬁoo.wm; o .

Date: B Monday, éepté_mberéz. .2014 245 PM

1 'l|‘= .1‘;.

Good Day Mr. Daboul:

On February 1, 2011, I mafled you 8 'copy of your complete special testing sccommodation file.

Your original approval letter granting you accommodations is dated June 8, 2005,

r
Yot were approved for special testing accommodations for each exam section you took after that date, as
long as you notified me and made the required written notice to this office prior to your scheduling.

Thank you.
Lynne M. Gwaltoey
u - Special Testing Coordinator .
-Buresn of Education and Testing | ! o

Department of Bosiness and Professtonal Regulation
Phone 850,487,9755

-

From: Chyis Daboul [muilto:c_dshoul@yahoo.cor)
Sent: Friday, Septeber 19, 2014 3:05 PM

To: Gwalney, Lynze

Subject: RECORD REQUEST

Ms, Gwaltney, EESLA

" Exhibt B

It has been & while since I requested a reasonable accammodation request 10 si for  particular seetion of the CPA exam. T am currently preparing

12/t 3ovd YD 8@SZEEEZSE  SSIGT v10C/EB/01

That package contains the information you request. Yoy ."-

L e b a4

He el AE ARG LALSRLE f2re AR &L ea 14

ST ALl W SR - e

RS E R G SR L PR -l L

T R AT SR S et

b s



&

e
W

2wt POST OFFIGE BOX ¥

*if?% “J28/éciponents G inhdcis -‘a’:édfi-j’ the miéaﬁiﬁﬁpmﬂmmmw iAo i m&iﬁpmmmg i

- __,.ﬂm’ng!iﬂomdkmnmon seSmd’pnono appﬁvhgjﬁnﬂhal app!iﬂnmﬂbr%;&

" CHRISTOPHER M} DA

JACKSONV!LI.E, A 32203

“Date Exmnaﬁaﬁ Sectic!n Tafnm.
S““- 74 Result: FALL |

e . f

£,

perfomamﬂetmng a ievel ofknowledge andskﬂls ma:ls_mfﬁmmﬂorﬂnpromoﬂbcpubhc.

Bt =’ l!-Ea ...l. “9 "2‘ o
- B R [

MMGAUD).WAMW&RQM(FAN.MWQBG)WWORGJMW
mﬂmmmgmmm&mm mmonamn.

(S ";‘--xhn-

\.-x'f-: r -r-.u.g

man&fd mﬁmm, iprov
mdthe m pwfmmlnfomaﬂqn

QmﬁonsmwﬁnghsmndﬁmmwdwmmﬁxmmMew Ifyouw:ghp

: mmdﬁ&wmmmﬁﬁs@ﬁﬂwmmmﬁ 'éPAEminim ek "'mmng“'w"'-f-

I-BM—CPA-EXAM ormmw s

H L LR ".Il

“”“*l‘néx'ﬁm eompﬁaﬁ'ée‘w!ﬂz r 614128 of 66 Flond'a_Mmlnismﬂmede, i Florida Bpud'of#\_gcmmanqm

PSZEEEZSE  GGIST H16Z/E0/0T

12/88 3ovd

i docoe Hifies for'&éhwcnon;fthaexammam'”" e id¥e aken. Backiice T9de: raminaiion
: ID; énd dtej; your score forthai éxawitation secfion; and'tha result ¢ e

e Tt bl i it b d e B snr e e Ak

aam

IR PRY ST T e )

RS R LR

VU dTLEAR TR

A

R -]

s e e LR

PN

LTS R RS

e

L R

[._



. | Candidate Performance Report -

The performance report display below shows your performance in each of the Content Areas of the
examination. To undarstand your performance as compared to candidates who passed the section, logk under
Your Performance Compared to Passing Candidates. The information below is based on a scale of 0-100, and
measures your performancs in each content area. This scale does not represent the proportion of questions
answerad coractly. It represents your performance as compared to candidates who scored between 75 and 80
in the examination section a3 & whole.

Your parformance in each content area is based on a much smaller number of questions than the total
test scora. Your content araa performance Is much less réliable than your total test score. Youshould .

use caution In interpreting your content area performance. You should study all content areas when 4y

-,

retaking the test. If you study only the areas where you are weak, you might do better on those areas, but
worse on others when you re-test, .

it is NOT possible to caiculate your total score from your performance restdts because the scores and

performance results are calculated on diferent scales, For more information on how the examination is
scored, please ses the CPA Examination web site at www.cna-axam.org. ,

Audit_lng and Attestation

Planning (22-28%)
intemal Control (12-18%) * - 76
Information (32:38%) - .81 Ak
TSt 1
Review (8-12%)
. A
Communications (12-18%) _ 7

Muliple Choies (70%)

TZ/68 39vd . =D : BHSZEEEESE §5:5T PlBZ/ER/B1 .

Sirwlabons (20%)

Wiiten Communicafions (10%)

2 The Passing Candidate Performance column displays the avaiagé performance of candidates who earmned
scores betwean 75 and 80 in the examination section as a whole.

3 The Comparable column comprises these candidates who fail within one-half of one standard deviation of the
average performance of passing candidates who scored hetween 76-80 on the examinetion eection as a whole.

4 The Overall Performance section represents your perfarmanca on each part of the examinafion section ss
compared to the candidates whio scored between 75 and 80, Percentages in this column represent the relative
welght of each companent of the exarmination. - Vo Lo

'

K

’

D s
WL P
1

As you review your Content Area performance, kaep in mind that there Is soma imprecision Inhergnt in all assessments
especially when resulis are based on 2 stnaller number of test questions. Your examination periormunce inchiding your
content area performance, could differ from one day to the next, depending on & variely of factors.

Rﬂ’m ; ’ ";:’fd g Exl”.£q.+ -2
v

1 Percentages in the Content Area column represant the relative weights of content areas In this section. - .;‘_n.ll i
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From: “Charles Cahoun® <ccalhoungunf.edu>
To: "Joe Cote” <jcote@nasba.org>

Sent: Tuesday, August 3, 2010 3:10:34 PM
Subject: RE: CPA scoring

Joe: Thanks for yo;.r reply.rl puess i don’t understand what you mean by a diagnostic. it sounds like 2 pretest
to show strong and weak points to help someone study. If | give my siudents an exam, and have & scoring key, :

the ERB psyco.

Fros: Joe Cote [malito:jcote@nasba.org]
Sent: Tuesday, August 03, 2010 3:28 PM
To: Calhoun, Charles

Subjeck: Re: CPA scoring

Charlie, this is a situation that was discussed in some detail during the development of the candidate
diagnostic, You present a very inleresting case Shudy that flustrates well the elements of that discussion.
Candidetes are told that no calcuistions. are posstbie to go from the numeri diagnostic indicators to the actual
score. This skuation existed when the CPA Exam was paper-based as weil. Then and now candidates try to
calculate their scores from the information on the diagnostic when that is not possible. The diagnostic can be
used to assess those areas of content on which candidates might/should focus. Your student is obviously very
close to the required minimal competency in all areas - just below ki four areas and slightly above in one area,
Unfortunately, the candidate's final score of 74 and the numbers in the diagnostic are apples and oranges; they
cannot be equated. N
Perhaps if the disgnostic numbers were on a differert scale (say, 1 to 10} this confusion would not surface.
However, the focus groups that heiped the AICPA come up with this final diagnostic version fek that that it
would be less confusing (and more helpful) if the scales were similar, athough, obviously, not the same.
Frankly, we have not had a iot of complaints about this version of the diagnostio. | would assume that maost
candidates don't have diagnostics that are as close item for tem as the candidete you describe,

The diagnostic is meant to help the candidate focus his or her future study. There is no mathematica)
telationship between the diagnostics and the final score calculation. You and the candidate appear to be
assurming there is some caicuiable relationship; but there Is not. For a more detalled psychometric explanation,
you would have to ask 8 psychometrician. Let me know if you have any further questions.

w0

Joseph T. Cote, CPA
Executive Vice Preskdent

National Associetion of State Boards of Accountancy (NASEA)
150 Fourth Avenus North, Suite 700 P
hthle , IN37219 - ' :

Phaone: §15.880.4207
Fax 615.880.4207
Email:jcote@nasba.org -
www.nasba.org

NOTICE: This émail message arid 2l altachments transmitted with it may contain legally privileged and
confidential information intended solely for the use of the addressee. if the reader of this message is not the
imended reeipient, you are hereby notified that any reading, dissemination, distribution, copying, or other use of
this message or its atachments is strictly prohibited. if you have received this message in etror, please notify

the sender immediately by telephone (61 §-880-4200), and delete this message and all copies and backups
thereof, Thank you, x
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they get what they get. If the passing grade is a 75 and they grade higher than thet, they pass.Maybe | will call '
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From: "Charles Calhoun® <ccalhoungunt.edu=
To; “joote@nasba.org” <jcote@nasba.org>
Sent: Tuesday, August 3, 2010 10:10:29 AM
Subject: CPA scoring -

1 left a voice;mall, but maybe it's easler to understand seeing . One of our grads made 76,76,81,85.4 77 on 3 :
the Auditing section. Yet his overall score was 74 and he falled? How can that be? inthe Passing Candidate e
Performance column the scores are 81, 80, 82, 80, and 81. | read the footnote and all | canfigure is it is

somehow curved to the * average performance * . But it is very difficult to see how someone can score over 75

on ail sections and not pass. Are bach to the dark ages where only a certain number are allowed to pass?
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of 0-99, with 75 as the passing score, This scale does NOT represent “percent correct.” A score of 75 indicares examinasion
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Coreita Janes
6135 NW 186 St

VW 2010-305
Aptdll '
Mialeah LIS . = — - - ——c ame S

Application pertion of the ruls:

61G1-28.0052(1) (b), FAC: . _ _
«Candidsics must pass all four test secticas of fhe CPA Examination within azolling eighteen-
m.mﬁgﬁmmmmmmﬂgmm(s)mdkmmﬁem
all four test sections dwmAWmmmﬂmmmw
pegiod, credit for gy test section (s) pessed ouside the eightecn-month pesiod will expirc and
Msc&on(s)mﬁbere“.”

The citation ts the statate the rule s hnplenenting:
Section 473,306, F§- Examinations
Type of action requested:

The petitiomer sequests that the Board of Accountency pleass waive 61H1-28.0652 (1) (b), FAC
(MM)MWW&NMMMMWM&MM

twee years.

mmmm.mam«mumﬁm.
variones for the petitoner:

- The petitiones wmjnpnbﬁn.mmm‘gmﬂnhmwmmdedm
wark 6070 houes @ week during the buey tax and mdit sessons; This pwesented great difficntty
on several pocasions for the petitioner consideding that she s a single mother of two bays, ages |
13 and 8. Despitc the hardships of being the sle provider of her humnehold, and the stremons
job sequiremcnts, fhe petitioncr never gave 4p O attempting to complete the CPA cxamivation,
while fulfiiling her dutics as a Seaior Acoountant. Jn October, 2009 Ms. Tages was 1aid off from
mmmuawwmmwummwm
was unemployed fox two months. As a resalt of this, e petitioncr cxpodienced cxtreme
econolic hardship and was faced with forecloswre on har home.
mmhnﬁghmmmmmmmuﬁdeﬁm
wsmsmﬂmmmmmmmmm@e
mmmmwwmmmmmmmmm
on Avgust 16%, 2008, Not only was he her selative, seotoe, and advisor, but he cised her for the
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ﬂmldmofhaﬁ&.!&pmuwjumeinhhckafﬁmmdmﬂhy' to stay on
path. Rﬂgm:dimofmiwsevgm, some of which were not mentioned hue,ﬂ:epeﬁu::m
gave up on futther accomplishing her dreams of becorming a CPA. As a resalt of the many
ufortanate events the petitiontr lost track of the expiration date far the Andit section which
expizes oo May 199, 2010,

Tmympﬁmmmmmmjwammmmmu

work 40 haurs per week and grants her the balance that she needs ) e sbia to martare and care

for her two chifdean. She has mamaged to get her freclosure sitvation under control, and has

maintained g level of peace and calm in her housebold. K

nemmmmmMmmummm

The petitioner has met all of the edrrational mqirerasnts and has obtained sufficient

Florida . Um':mymmw:::'l?nhuty m&kn -
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diligent 2 loyal to her Acoountig career pmand

Petitioner Statement:

Based on the above mentioned ficts, the petitioner graciowsly secks  permancot varisnos
Fule 61512280052 (1) (b),m?" y o
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Dophrimert of Sy and Profestimel drplnth
Deputy Agency Clask
CLERK  Erandon Nchols
Dae  1OME/2010
STATE OF FLORIDA '
BOARD OF ACCOUNTANCY
IN RE: PETITION FOR VARIANCE BY — S ———

CORETTA JAMES ,

. VW 2010-305

Petitioner, Coretta James, filed a petition for a permanent variance from the

requirements of Rule 61H1-28.0052(1)(b), Florida Administrative Code, an May 10, 2010.
The notice of the pehtion appeared in the Florida Administrative Weekly on June 4, 2010,
in Volume 36 Number22 no comments by interested persons were received. The petition
was heard at a duly-noticed public meeting of the Board of Accountancy on June 30, 2010,
in Tampa, Florida. At the hearing on this matter, Petitioner was present; the Board was
represented by Mary Ellen Clark, Assistant Attorney General
T OF NT F

The facts relevant to the petition are as follows:

1. Petitioner is an applicant for licensure as a certified public accountant (CPA).

2, Rule &1 H1-28 0062(1)(b), FAC, provides in part, "candidates must pass alt
four test sections of the CPA Examination within a rong gighteen-month period which

bagins on the NASBA grade release date for the first test sections passed.” '

3. Petitioner passed the AUD portion of the examination on October 7, 2008,
Petitioner’s credrt for the AUD portion of the examination expired on May 19, 2010.

4 Petrtloner has worked in public accounting as a Senior Accountant over the last
three years and was mandated to work 60-70 hours a week during the 2010 tax and audit

season.

5. Petitioner seeks a permanent variance from Rule 61H1-28.0052(1)(b), FAC, to
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allow her fo retain the passing score on the AUD portion of the CPA examination.
GROLINDS V,
The Board determined tht the petition for variance should be granted and Petitioner
be given untli 'Mgrch 1, 2011, to pass all four portions éf the CPA examinaticrn on the L
following gmﬁnds: | W
6. Petitioner established that the Boards full application of Rule 61H1-
28.0052(1)(b), FAC, to her circumstances would violate principles of falmess and would
impose a substantial hardship on her,
7. Petitioner established that the purpose of the accountancy examination statute
would be met as required by Section 473.306, Florida Statutes.
This Order shall become effective upon filing with the Clerk of the Department of
Business and Professional Regutation. -

DONE AND ORDERED this __§" _ day of __{QitZla , 2010,

by the Florida Board of Accountancy.

SL ' '

Veloria A. Kelly, Division Difpcton. "
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BOARD OF ACOUNTAKCY  Fax:352-333-2508

A Tl | Departmant of upiness and Profussional Regatation *
solgmmuoe CLERK ;
linhoknmyrtfﬂdﬂao :
(T) 201-659-1998

96172 .
i
61R1+28.0052(1)(b), FAC:
“Candidates must pass al] four ssotions of CPA Examination a rolling ¢i
mmwﬁmmmmmmww ) passed is taken. In the
.event all four sections of the CPA Examination ase not pasead the rolling eiglitsen-
month pexiod, credit for any test soction(s) passed outside the period will expire
and that test soction(s) must be retakesn.” )
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BOARD OF ACOUNTANCY  Fex:352-333-2508 Oet 24 2008 17:56 P.04
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sections to sxiend o 24 froma 18 oonths,

Formy disability, I have received spacial testing accommodation} of additions} testing
time (Double Tosting Tixes) for the Florida CPA Exam that I requested, ] bave attached
copies of docutnamtation,

hoaring sides in both ears. My hearing disability is permenent

Ihweamvafmdmmhaﬁuhuwmrmdm
I

early shildhood, which was first diagnosed in 1976 by the NY
Hearing,

1 have auccesefilly passed two ofthe four CPA sections, 1paseell Audit on 7/17/07 and
BEC on 4/1/08 utilizing these gpecial testing sccommodations ofiadditional testing time
{double time),
Aﬁumkmgmﬂ: extiologist about the CPA exam mq ed an 9/24/08 about the
ot'unﬁmondﬂtempinﬁmfmpmd(m\ s with NASBA sod
Lynn Gwaltney of the Florida Board of Accourdency Speotal Tasting Accomprrodations
Div. Pmtomyinm I was not aware that a weives of the 1§ mnthnphﬁmnﬂs
gould be possibly be mwaﬂubhmmduammydmbﬂhy discussed with my
sudiclogist end deélded to pursue the reguest for va ofﬂwlammﬁmleh
nmhnﬁmwdmkﬁmﬁrpuudt}m s for additional
ﬁm»hﬁhmmmmﬁmmamm Bxdminatiots soficas, 1
MMWMHMWMDWUW .,J mxdiaahllﬂy and
hier resommendations for special testing uwtﬂarmnddiﬂomls
months for expiration of passed CPA sections. Immyﬁrml tomVyanea
on 102/08. '

mmsmmmgumwmcm ns will give me
additional tina 1o prepare for my last 2 CPA mﬁmmtb

exgite.
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Thank yeu for your consideredion, - i
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Dapartment of Rufrers 2mi Ffrefesinned Qepuie

' Depity Aganey Clerk'
CLERR  Hrandon Nicholé ! ',
Deter &/1/2009

STATE OF FLORIDA Fe? _ 2008-04151
BOARD OF ACCOUNTANCY
IN RE: PETITION, FOR VARIANCE BY — e
GREGORY A, FOLLI VVV
2008-291 — g
ORDER ~---

Petitioner, Gregory A. Folli, filed a petition for a pemanen; v‘a;'iénce from the
requirements of Rule 61H1-28.0052(1){b), Florida Administrative Code, on October 24,
2008. The notice of the pefition appsared in the Florida Administrative Weekly on
November 7, 2008, in Volume 34 Number 45; no comments by interested persons were
received. The petition was heard at a duly-noticed public meeting of the Board of
Accountancy, on December 4, 2008, in Tallahassee, “Flloriq. Atthe hearing on this matter, |
Petitioner wag neither present nor represented by counsel.: The Board was represented by |
Mary Ellen Clark, Assistant Attomey General.
TEMENT OF RELEVANT FACTS
The facts relevant fo the petition are as follows:
1. Petitioner is an applicant for licensure as a certified pubiic accountant (CPA).
- 2. Due fo a hearing disability, . Pefitioner has been granted special testing |
accommodations. ) '
3. Petitioner passed the AUD portion of the examination on July 17, 2007.
Petitioner's credit for the AUD portion of the elxamination will expire on January 17, 2009, C
4. Petitioner pas:sad the BEC portion of the examination on April 1, 2008,
Petitioners credit for the BEC portion of the examination will expire on October 1, 2009.
Petitioner has not yet taken the REG and FAR portions of the examination.
5. Rule E1H1-28.0‘052(1 )b}, FAC, provides in part, candidates must pass all four .~ ;..
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test sections of the CPA Examination within a rolling eighteen-month period, which |
begins on the NASBA grade release date for the first test section(s) passed.

6. Petitioner seeks a permanent variance from Rule 61H1-28.0052(1)(b), FAC, in
consideration of hie hearing disability, to allow for an extension of time to pass all four
portions of the CPA Examination.

~ GROUNDS FOR APPROVAL

The Board determined that the petition for variance should be granted, and the
period during which all four portions of the CPA examination must be passed extended
through August 36. 2008, on the following grounds: ‘

7. Petltion?r established that the purpose of the accountancy examination statute
will be met in that i'le, as a qualified applicant, will be licensed upon passage of all parts of
the examination within a reasonable time, as required by Saction 473.308, Florida Statutes.

8. Peitoner further estabished that the Boards full application of Rule.61H-
28.0052(1)(b), FAC, to his circumstances would viclate principles of faimess and would
impose a substantial hardship on her.

This Order shall become effective upon filing with the Clerk of the Department of
Busmess and Frofessmnal Regulation,

DONE AND ORDERED this _A!____ day of V1o, , 2000,
by the Fiorida Board of Accountancy.

Wi ¢ !

At
Veloria A, Kelly, Division DirScor
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Christopher M. Daboul
Post Office Box 2817
Jacksonville, F1. 32203-2817

PRIORITY MALL

L

Ogctober 1, 2014

Florida Board of Accountancy
240 Northwest 76 Drive, Suite A
Gainesville, FL. 32607

RE: PETITION FOR PERMANENT VARIANCE
FOR DABOUL, Christopher M.
APPLICATION NO. 74662

To Whom It May Concern:

1%, . T ! )
Enclosed is my Petition for Permanent Variance for requesting waiver
(18) month requirement to pess all four sections of the CPA exam.

: fins
i (P T
L]
r
i
T
of the eighteen
T

I would like to appear in person 1o spesk before the Board as early as possible, when the
Board convenes in the following cities: Jacksonville, Gainesville, Orlando or Tallahasses.

Thank you for your attention and consideration.
S' y-, _' . iy .-
P 1—4\

Christopher M. Daboul
Enclosure
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