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IN RE: PETITION FOR VARIANCE BY ; —

PAVLINA LEWKOWITZ
VW 2021-158

NOTICE OF INTENT TO GRANT PETITION

Petitioner, Paviina Lewkowitz, filed a petition for a permanent variance from the requirements
of Rule 61H1-28.0052(1)(b), Florida Administrative Code (F.A.C.}, on October 28, 2021. The
Notice of the petition appeared in the Florida Administrative Register on November 24, 2021, in
Volume 47 Number 228. No comments by interested persons were received. The petition was
heard at a duly-noticed public meeting of the Florida Board of Accountancy (“Board”) on December
17, 2021, in Orlando, Florida. Petitioner was present and was not represented by counsel. The
Board was represented by Rachelle Munson, Assistant Attorney General. The Petition is
incorporated by reference herein and attached to this notice.

STATEMENT OF RELEVANT FACTS

The facts relevant to the petition are as follows:

1. Rule 61H1-28.0052(1-)(b), F.A.C., provides in pertinent part:
Candidates must pass all four test sections of the CPA Examination
within a rolling eighteen-month period, which begins on the NASBA
grade release date for the first test section(s) passed.

2. Petitioner passed the FAR portion of the CPA examination on September 9, 2019, and
credit for that portion of the examination expired on June 30, 2021. Petitioner passed the REG
portion of the examination on December 9, 2019, and credit for that portion of the examination
expired on June 30, 2021. Petitioner passed the AUD portion of the examination on February 22,
2021, and credit for that portion of the examination will expire on August 22, 2022, Petitioner passed
the BEC portion of the CPA examination on September 14, 2021, and credit for that portion of the
examination will expire on March 14, 2023.

3. Petitioner, in relevant part, described the following unforeseen circumstances as negative



impacts regarding her ability to prepare and timely pass all sections of the CPA examination;
COVID-related health issues, additional family health issues, school closures, and increased
workload.

4. Petitioner, at the time the petition was submitted, is approximately two and a half months
outside the 18-month rule requirement.

5. Petitioner seeks a permanent variance from Rule 61H1-28.0052(1)b), F.A.C., to allow an
extension of the eighteen-month rule requirement.

GROUNDS FOR APPROVAL

The Board determined the petition should be granted on the following grounds:

6. Given Petitioner's personal and family hardships, Petitioner's two-month proximity for
compliance with the eighteen-month requirement.

7. Petitioner established that the Board’s strict application of Rule 61H1-28.0052(1)(b),
F.A.C., to her circumstances, would violate principles of faimess or would impose a substantial
hardship on her.

8. Petitioner established that, if she were granted the variance, the purpose of the
accountancy examination statute would be met as required by Section 473.306, F.S.

This Notice shall become effective upon filing with the Clerk of the Department of Business
and Professional Regulation.

DONE AND ORDERED this -4 day of __ Deecanboen, , 2021, by the

Florida Board of Accountancy.

FLORIDA BOARD OF ACCOUNTANCY

?um dxlono u"s\

Roger Scarborough, Division Director
Division of Certified Public Accounting




NOTICE OF RIGHT TO HEARING
You may seek review of this Order, pursuant to Sections 120.569 and 120.57, Florida
Statutes, by filing a petition with the Division Director of the Board, 240 Northwest 76™ Drive, Suite

A, Gainesville FL 32607, within 21 days of receipt of this Order. If you dispute any material fact
upon which the Board's decision is based, you may request a hearing before an administrative law
judge pursuant to Section 120.57(1), Florida Statutes: your petition must contain the information
required by Rule 28-106.201, Florida Administrative Code, a copy of which is enclosed, including a
statement of the material facts which are in dispute. If you do not dispute any material fact, you may
request a hearing before the Board pursuant to Section 120.57(2), Florida Statutes; your petition
must include the information required by Rule 28-106.301, Florida Administrative Code, a copy of
which is enclosed. If you request a hearing, you have the right to be represented by an attomey or
other qualified representative, to take testimony, to call or cross-examine witnesses, to have
subpoena and subpoena duces tecum issued, and to present written evidence or argument.

Pursuant to Section 120.573, Florida Statutes, you are hereby notified that mediation
pursuant to that section is not available.

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
I HEREBY CERTIFY that a frue and correct copy of the foregoing has been fumished by
U.S. Certified mail to Pavlina Lewkowitz, 1900 N. 53" Avenue, Hollywood, FL 33021; and to
Kenneth Plante, Chief Attomey, Joint Administrative Procedures Committee, 111 W. Madison

Street, Pepper Building, Room 680, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1400, and by electronic delivery to:
Rachelle Munson, Assistant Attorney General, at Rachelle.Munson@myfloridalegal.com: and

Cassandra Fullove at Cassandra.Fullove@myfloridalegal.com _  this R!: day of
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PETITIONER INFORMATION:

Pavima Lowkowity
Addresy. 1900 N 53rd Ave
Hollywood, Fi 33021

vl bnovapestioa@yaton com VW 2021-158

APPLICABLE PORTIONS OF THE RULE(S):

61H1-28.0052 (B)

THE CTTATION OF THE STATUE THE RULE 1S IMPLEMENTING:

61H138.0052 Number of Sittings, and Granting of Credit, Release of Grades and Completion of
Ezaninaticn, Transition Rales

(b) Candjiates must pass all Sour test sectians of the CPA Examination within a rolimg eighteon-month period,
which begina on the NASBA grade release dats (or the first test secton(s) passod. In the ovont all four test scotione
of the CPA Examination are not passed within the rolling eightees-tmenth period, credit for sny test section(s) pessed
outyids the elphteen-menth period will expire and that test pection(s) must be retakoen,

TYPE OF ACTION REQUESTED:

The petittoner requests that the Board of Accountancy please wave ruls 61H1-28.0052 (B)
Due ta the following circumstances.

Spocific facts that demonstrate 8 substantial bardship or a violation of principles of fimess that would
Justify a waver or variance for petitioner:

After meking plans to sh for the CPA exam in 2010 and started preparation, in 2011 we bad our twins
mmwbmmmmﬂbadwpmﬂlmyphmmhouwmhmyehﬂdm In 2014
@ulmﬂhmdmﬁwﬂm@Ammﬂﬁmﬁmﬂy my higher
ecucation. Because of economics 1 startod working in & smal) CPA firm whero 1 iuvedlwu.ldhlve
mou@mbmﬁrﬁeCPAmmWUMﬁmﬂy school, and work I was oot
able to properly prepare for the euams within the time peried required. |
mmlsmzmlmmmmmmmdmacpAMWMm
wb!lnnemmﬂnswu deranding and it didn’t allow me adequate tims to prepare and unfortunately
I lost passod credits, which put me in s position where ] had 10 start the process from the beginning again
My husbend works for the Federal Government, and n 2020 his job transferred bis position temporarily
to enother state and [ was responsible to care for cur children alone. Being the sole le person for
the childrea put & significant hardship and time constrain on my study time. While ining a famijly
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andtnringtoﬁnﬂlywnplaaﬁamofhunmgacmlnwwsunjobwhmlmwat
mmwmmmmm@ummm@mmmmmh

mnmu,mnmmmwmmmummuwm Tharough all
the ufhnvmgtomminmyﬁmbandhombuld.m threats of separation and
We have to e family together and keep on the conrse of ouar

. kecp
] mdhmibrwﬂbemmaﬁngformldmﬂmmamdwmmWIMIwhhb
mﬂdwm&onmuymudmmheﬁsbbfwa@AHmMyplmmmpmﬂﬁcmm

mﬂ&shm.llmeﬂmbﬂdﬂdﬂmmnﬁcmhmm&mﬂmbmlm
already out of the 06/30/21 deadline.
lhwdmmybwwmm&smmmmpm&ammmdfaaﬂbutmulnduem
m&rmemmmmdmhgmmulmwngwhnoﬁngdwom&mmsh
uhoolchtmgﬁmﬂylinhm;humdwoﬂlmdnwmklmmahhwmmmmmuim
ofpassinsalMpmhwiﬂUnlheIlmouﬂapedod.lmuklngformwnddmﬂonofmyhndsﬁpmd
wpbmmﬁdutbomvﬁ:gofﬂmmmmhmk.wnhﬂwdiﬂhxm&nwmsﬂﬂ inc]
mliableuhoolinghmcﬂﬁ:umdmutﬂphmmu.lmmawiﬂwmhabhb d the time
mdahﬁ:rﬂmcmmb.lhwddhmdmmeﬁminmbuomhgacmmdlmmyhopem
mmdﬂmdmyhudlhipsmdﬁvemﬂ:ismuwlmmﬁmﬂnm;

Most recent exams:

Exsm BExpiration Date

AUD 08/2272022

BEC 03/14r2023

FAR 067302021

REG 06/30/2021

REASON WHY THE VARIANCE OR THE WAVER REQUESTED WOULD SERVE THE PURPOSES
OF THE UNDERLYING STATUE:

lbmywdgolhwmuaﬂmmndmdmmummdlmoﬁmm
character to qualify for a CPA license,

Petitioner Statement.
1 respectfully seek permanent variance from Rule 6161-28.0053 (B) and request the 38 moath sindow to bo
extended



