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A Message from Ken Lawson, Secretary, DBPR

Greetings, 

On behalf of the Department of Business and Professional Regulation, I would like 
to welcome you to the 5th Annual Celebrating Women in Business panel discussion. 
Each year, DBPR hosts this panel discussion to provide a professional development 
opportunity for the talented female professionals we license and impact on a daily 
basis. We have some very talented women serving on our panel here today, and 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank them for joining us and sharing their 
valuable insight and expertise. 

This event is DBPR’s way of highlighting Women’s History Month and is intended 
to provide women business leaders with an opportunity to network and gather tips 
from their peers. Each of you impact the business community in Florida and we are 
honored to have the opportunity to host you at this exciting networking event. 

Throughout today’s panel discussion and networking event, you’ll interact with some 
of the most talented women in the Tampa area, and I encourage you to collaborate 

and discuss the leadership topics you 
find most interesting. As a Tampa native, 
I take pride in this city’s thriving business 
culture and sincerely hope that today’s 
discussion will offer useful professional 
and personal development information 
that will help you throughout your career. 

Thank you for taking the time to join us 
today!

Sincerely,

Ken Lawson
Secretary, DBPR



Schedule
1:00 PM NETWORKING SESSION
  Network with professionals from the Tampa area! 

3:00 PM EVENT CONCLUDES
  The 5th Annual Celebrating Women in Business event concludes.

2:40 PM NETWORKING SESSION
  Network with professionals from the Tampa area! 

1:20 PM WELCOME & INTRODUCTION
  Welcome message by DBPR Secretary, Ken Lawson.

1:25 PM PANELISTS INTRODUCED   
  Moderator Jennifer Dunn, Public Relations Director at Conversa, will  
  introduce the panelists. 

1:30 PM PANEL DISCUSSION AND AUDIENCE Q&A   
  BT Nguyen, Owner & Chef at Restaurant BT
  Kimberlee DeBosier, Vice President at Johnson, Mirmiran & Thompson, Inc. (JMT)
  Jan Chaffee, Real Estate Broker at JC Commercial Brokers
  Machelle Maner, Vice President of Community Development at Wells Fargo
  Sheila McDevitt, President at Sheila M. McDevitt, P.L. 
  Rosie Paulsen, Owner at Rosie Paulsen Enterprises LLC



Jennifer Dunn, Moderator
Director of Public Relations, Conversa

Jennifer boasts nearly a decade’s worth of experience in public 
relations and has helped numerous nonprofits and businesses 
strategically and creatively exceed their goals. As the director of 
public relations for Conversa, a full-service communications firm 
based in Tampa, she specializes in developing, implementing and 
managing comprehensive public relations and media campaigns 
to enhance the presence and brands of a diverse range of clients 
locally, statewide and on national levels. Jennifer is currently the 
president of the Public Relations Society of America Tampa Bay 
chapter, an organization she’s been actively involved with since 

2011. She’s also a member of the Junior League of Tampa, and was recently named a 2015 “Up & 
Comer” by the Tampa Bay Business Journal. She lives in Tampa with her husband, Will, and dog, 
Jackson.

BT has been in the restaurant industry for over 25 years and is 
currently the owner of Restaurant BT in Tampa. Her love of cooking 
began as a child in Vietnam in her family’s kitchen. At the fall of 
Saigon, she began a long journey as a refugee finally ending in the 
United States. 

She is influenced by both traditional Vietnamese and classic French 
cuisine while constantly seeking new twists. She frequently travels 
to the Caribbean, Spain, France, England, Denmark and to various 
wine regions to broaden her knowledge of different cuisines. Her 
restaurant supports local and independent Florida farmers and 

fisherman, and makes an effort to help the environment by reusing and recycling almost everything at 
the restaurant (paper is shredded and donated to the Humane Society for animal bedding; used oil is 
donated for a gasoline alternative).

Her cuisine has been featured in Bon Appetit, Condé Nast, Travel + Leisure and on “Emeril’s Florida” 
television show on The Food Network. Restaurant BT has been featured in several news outlets such 
as Vertical Magazine, USA Today and the Tampa Bay Times. 

BT Nguyen
Owner & Chef, Restaurant BT



Panelists
Kim DeBosier is a licensed professional civil engineer. In a field 
somewhat non-traditional for women, Ms. DeBosier was the first 
female engineer in each of the offices in which she worked. In 
1995, she and two colleagues formed Bayside Engineering, Inc., 
a women-owned consulting civil engineering and surveying firm. 
Ms. DeBosier served as its President until Bayside was purchased 
by Maryland-based JMT in January of this year. Kim is now Vice 
President with JMT.

Ms. DeBosier was named Engineer of the Year by the Florida 
Engineering Society in 2005, the first woman to receive that 

recognition.  

Ms. DeBosier serves on the Boards of the Greater Tampa Chamber of Commerce, the Florida Engineers 
Management Corporation, the Hillsborough County Commission on the Status of Women, MacDonald 
Training Center, is President of the Athena Society and chairs the Advisory Board of the Center for 
Urban Transportation Research at the University of South Florida. She is a former president of the 
Florida Institute of Consulting Engineers – again the first, and only, woman to serve in that leadership 
role.

Kimberlee DeBosier, PE
Vice President, Johnson, Mirmiran & Thompson, Inc. (JMT)

Jan Chaffee has lived in the Tampa Bay area since 1978 and in 
Oldsmar, FL since 1998. She has been focused on commercial real 
estate since 1985. Ms. Chaffee specializes primarily in the office 
industry representing both tenants and landlords as well as sellers 
and buyers. Ms. Chaffee has been responsible for leasing several 
notable Tampa Bay office buildings including Northdale Executive 
Center, Memorial Center, Grand Plaza and Cypress Point Office 
Park. Since 2006, Ms. Chaffee has been responsible for sales at 
Cypress Ridge Professional Center located in Wesley Chapel, FL.

Jan Chaffee
Real Estate Broker, JC Commercial Brokers



Ms. McDevitt has a wealth of experience in educational policy, 
business ethics and compliance, communications, government 
relations and corporate legal matters. A former Chair of the Board 
of Governors of the Florida State University System, Ms. McDevitt 
currently serves on the Boards of Clinical & Patient Educators 
Association, Inc., Ultimate Medical Academy, LLC., Healthcare 
Resource Development, Inc., St. Leo University, and Florida West 
Coast Public Broadcasting, Inc. (WEDU). Beyond her service to 
numerous educational, civic and professional organizations during 
her career, Ms. McDevitt served for many years as the Senior Vice 
President and General Counsel of NYSE-listed TECO Energy (TE) 

and currently leads a legal and business consulting firm. A recognized leader in the Florida business 
community, Ms. McDevitt has been inducted into the Tampa Bay Business Hall of Fame and received 
the Outstanding Contribution Award for Pioneering in Business Ethics from the University of Tampa. 
Ms. McDevitt received her undergraduate and law degrees from Florida State University.

Sheila McDevitt
President, Sheila M. McDevitt, P.L.

Social

Machelle Maner
Vice President of Community Development, Wells Fargo 

Machelle has been in the financial services industry for more than 
25 years with most of that time being in the Tampa Bay area. 
She was promoted to vice president of community development 
at Wells Fargo in 1996. In this role, she focuses on the strategic 
development of public and private partnerships, she identifies the 
programs available to expand lending opportunities for affordable 
housing and small businesses and she identifies community and 
economic development opportunities. Machelle also is responsible 
for investments in non-profit organizations that focus on housing, 
small business and economic revitalization. 

In addition, Machelle serves on the Board of Directors for several nonprofit organizations including the 
Black Business Initiative Fund, Minority Enterprise Development Corporation and Computer Mentors 
Group. She is an exceptional public speaker and leader in the Tampa Bay community.



Panelists

#celebrateWIB Use the event hashtag to share your 
favorite moments and photos! 

facebook.com/FloridaDBPR @FloridaDBPR

Social

Rosie Paulsen is a public speaker, Hispanic leader and expert 
in insurance. She holds educational seminars on healthcare, the 
Hispanic market and entrepreneurship. As the owner of Rosie 
Paulsen Enterprises LLC, Rosie provides consulting services to 
entrepreneurs ready to take their business to the next level.

Rosie has fostered various business partnerships. In June 2009, 
Rosie incorporated Good Faith Insurance Services LLC (GFIS) 
taking a concept from an idea to a successful corporation in a 
male-dominated industry. That same year, Rosie founded the 
Pasco/Hernando Hispanic Chamber of Commerce. In 2015, Rosie 

sold GFIS to achieve the dream of every entrepreneur, financial freedom. Rosie considers herself 
semi-retired and stays very active with her Where’s Rosie? Movement – a community-led awareness 
campaign highlighting events in the area.

Rosie’s recognitions and awards include: Pace Setter with American Express; Presidents Club with 
Humana; Tampa Bay Hispanic Leadership class 2012, business category; and her previous company, 
GFIS, received small business of the year for 2012. GFIS was also the second recipient of the Pasco 
Economic Development Council Micro Loan in 2012. In addition, Rosie is President-Elect of the Hispanic 
Professional Women’s Association (HPWA), Chair of Lake Jovita Business Woman Group, Secretary of 
Solita’s House Inc., Chair of Girl Scouts of West Central Florida Hispanic Advisory Council and the Co-
Chair of Senior Information Resource Group (SIR), an organization dedicated to serving the retirement 
community.

Rosie Paulsen
Owner, Rosie Paulsen Enterprises LLC



This event brought to you by:

The Department of Business and Professional Regulation licenses and 
regulates more than one million Florida businesses and professionals, 
from real estate agents, veterinarians and accountants to contractors and 

cosmetologists.

DBPR’s mission is to license efficiently and regulate fairly.

For more information, visit www.myfloridalicense.com


