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MINUTES 
 

BOARD OF PROFESSIONAL SURVEYORS AND MAPPERS 
 

GENERAL BUSINESS MEETING 
 

DEPARTMENT OF BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL REGULATION 
PROFESSIONS BOARD CONFERENCE ROOM 

1940 NORTH MONROE STREET 
TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 32399 

 
OCTOBER 10 & 11, 2007 

 
 

CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL  
 
The meeting was called to order by Jeffrey Cooner, Vice-Chair, on October 10, 2007 at 
2:45 p.m. 
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Members Present 
Jeffrey Cooner, Vice-Chair 
Lou Bush  
Beverly Sutphin 
Louis Lebron 
Mary Hanna Clodfelter 
Pam Nobles 
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Members Absent 
Dennis Blankenship (Excused) 
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Others Present 
Art Mastronicola 
W. Lamar Evers 
R.D. Whitehead 
Sherman Frier 
Tim Alcorn 
John C. Counts, Jr. 
Harley Gilmore 
Brett Long 
Tony Syfrett 
Stephen P. Kilmon 
Jon Shoemaker 
Marilyn Evers 
Steve Stinson 
Allen Nobles 
Steve Kellogg 
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PROSECUTING ATTORNEY’S REPORT – Eric Hurst   
 
Mr. Hurst reviewed his report with the board stating that there are 8 cases in legal, 2 
cases waiting outside action,  4 cases set for probable cause and 13 cases out to 
experts.  There is 1 case under further investigation, 7 cases with probable cause found, 
1 case ready for default and 4 cases with requests for formal hearings.    There are also 
12 cases in settlement negotiations and 22 cases set for board presentation and 14 
cases awaiting final orders.         
 

BOARD COUNSEL REPORT – Diane Guillemette 
 

• Rules Report  
 
Ms. Guillemette reviewed her report with the board stating that 61G17-2.001(2),(3) – 
Grounds for Discipline – had been suggested for consideration by the rule committee. 
 
After discussion the board asked Ms. Guillemette to research this rule and to review her 
findings with the board at the January meeting. 
 
The Board discussed having some additional language added to address disclaimers.  
After discussion the Board decided not to address disclaimers in their rules at this time. 
 
61G17-7.0025 – Procedures for Signing and Sealing Electronically Transmitted Plans, 
Specifications, Reports and Other Documents – was discussed and Ms. Guillemette was 
directed to add the language used by the Board of Professional Engineers and 
Landscape Architects to add another way to sign and seal surveys. 
 
The Board also instructed Ms. Guillemette to open 61G17-6 for development to review 
their regulatory objectives to determine if they are necessary. 
 
The Board also requested that Ms. Guillemette notice 61G17-4 in order to eliminate the 
Florida Jurisdictional Essay exam. 
 
Mr. Evers stated that the FSMS Representatives would like to have a chance to discuss 
this issue before it moves forward. 
     
The meeting was recessed until October 11, 2007 at 8:30 a.m. 
 
CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL 
  
The meeting was called to order by Jeffrey Cooner, Vice-Chair, on October 11, 2007 at 
8:36 a.m. 
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Members Present 
Jeffrey Cooner, Vice-Chair 
Lou Bush  
Beverly Sutphin 
Louis Lebron 
Mary Hanna Clodfelter 
Pam Nobles 
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Members Absent 
Dennis Blankenship 
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Others Present 
Art Mastronicola 
W. Lamar Evers 
R.D. Whitehead 
Sherman Frier 
Tim Alcorn 
John C. Counts, Jr. 
Harley Gilmore 
Brett Long 
Tony Syfrett 
Stephen P. Kilmon 
Jon Shoemaker 
Marilyn Evers 
Steve Stinson 
Allen Nobles 
Steve Kellogg 
 
REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
 

• January 2007 General Business Meeting Minutes  
 
After discussion the following motion was made: 
 
 MOTION:     Ms. Nobles made a motion to accept these minutes with changes. 
 SECOND:    Mr. Bush seconded and the motion passed unanimously.  
           

• April 2007 General Business Meeting Minutes           
 
After discussion the following motion was made: 
 
 MOTION:     Ms. Sutphin made a motion to accept these minutes with changes. 

   SECOND:    Ms. Nobles seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
 

• July 2007 General Business Meeting Minutes 
 
After discussion the following motion was made: 
 
 MOTION:     Mr. Bush made a motion to accept these minutes with changes. 
 SECOND:    Ms. Clodfelter seconded and the motion passed unanimously.  
 
The board request to have the copies of the minutes mailed in the agendas in the future. 
 
The board also requested to have all materials mailed out at one time instead of in 
several boxes.        
 
DISCIPLINARY PROCEEDINGS – Eric Hurst 
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For the record, standard terms of probation include; 
 
Suspension with suspension stayed 
 
Completion of an MTS Course within 90 days 
 
Provide a list of all signed and sealed surveys performed by respondent within 120 days 
of completing all continuing education courses required by the board. 
 
Provide proof of professional liability insurance within 30 days of the final order 
 
Additional CE courses as deemed necessary by the board (Ethics Course, Boundary 
Course, MTS Course, etc.) 
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Informal Hearings     
 
William T. Boyd  Case# 2006-012705 
West Palm Beach, Florida PCP: Blankenship, Poppell and Echezabal 
 
Mr. Boyd was not present or represented by counsel. 
 
Mr. Hurst presented this case stating that Mr. Boyd had faxed over a letter stating that 
he was unable to attend this hearing.   
 
After discussion the board decided to move forward with this hearing. 
 
After further discussion the following motions were made: 
 
MOTION:     Ms. Sutphin made a motion that there were no disputed material facts. 
SECOND:    Ms. Nobles seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
MOTION:     Ms Nobles made a motion to adopt the findings of fact. 
SECOND:    Mr. Bush seconded and the motion passed unanimously.  
 
 
MOTION:     Ms. Sutphin made a motion to adopt the conclusions of law. 
SECOND:    Ms. Nobles seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
MOTION:     Ms. Sutphin made a motion to impose a fine of $2,750, costs of $610.40, a    
                     boundary course to be taken within 90 days and *probation with the  
          standard terms.  This motion also included 1 year to pay the fines and  
          costs. 
SECOND:    Mr. Bush seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
Tony Gilbert Syfrett  Case # 2005-064146 
Chipley, Florida  PCP: Blankenship, Poppell and Echezabal 
 
Mr. Syfrett was present but not represented by counsel. 
 
Mr. Hurst presented this case to the board. 
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After discussion the following motions were made: 
 
MOTION:     Ms. Sutphin made a motion that there were no disputed material facts. 
SECOND:    Ms. Clodfelter seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
MOTION:     Ms Sutphin made a motion to adopt the findings of fact. 
SECOND:    Ms. Clodfelter seconded and the motion passed unanimously.  
 
 
MOTION:     Ms. Sutphin made a motion to adopt the conclusions of law. 
SECOND:    Ms. Nobles seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
MOTION:     Ms. Sutphin made a motion to impose a fine of $500, costs of $491.65.  Ms. 

Sutphin also stated that the mitigating factor for the low fine is the level of 
difficulty for the area where the violation occurred.  

SECOND:    Mr. Bush seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
Syfrett and Mapping, Inc. Case # 2005-06451 
Chipley, Florida  PCP: Blankenship, Poppell and Echezabal 
 
Mr. Syfrett was present but not represented by counsel. 
 
Mr. Hurst presented this case to the board. 
 
After discussion the following motions were made: 
 
MOTION:     Ms. Sutphin made a motion that there were no disputed material facts. 
SECOND:    Ms. Nobles seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
MOTION:     Ms Sutphin made a motion to adopt the findings of fact. 
SECOND:    Ms. Nobles seconded and the motion passed unanimously.  
 
 
MOTION:     Ms. Sutphin made a motion to adopt the conclusions of law. 
SECOND:    Ms. Nobles seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
MOTION:     Ms. Sutphin made a motion to impose a fine of $500, costs of $491.65.  Ms. 

Sutphin also stated that the mitigating factor for the low fine is the level of 
difficulty for the area where the violation occurred.  

SECOND:    Ms. Clodfelter seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
William R. Ward  Case # 2006-040634 
Pensacola, Florida  PCP: Blankenship, Poppell and Echezabal 
 
Mr. Hurst stated that Mr. Blankenship had accepted Mr. Ward’s request for continuance. 
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Recommended Order 
 
Stephen Phillips Kilmon DOAH Case # 2007-0680PL 
North Miami, Florida  PCP: Blankenship, Poppell and Echezabal 
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Mr. Kilmon was present and represented by Attorney Garvin Bowden. 
 
Mr. Hurst presented this case stating that a final hearing was held at the Division of 
Administrative Hearings on May 10, 2007. 
 
After discussion the following motion was made: 
 
MOTION:     Mr. Bush made a motion to adopt the recommended order as it was  
          presented. 
SECOND:    Mr. Lebron seconded and the motion passed 4 to 2.  Ms. Nobles and Ms.  
                     Sutphin were opposed. 
           

265 
266 
267 
268 
269 
270 
271 
272 
273 
274 
275 
276 
277 
278 
279 
280 
281 
282 
283 
284 
285 
286 
287 
288 
289 
290 
291 
292 
293 
294 
295 
296 
297 
298 
299 
300 
301 

Settlement Stipulations 
 
James S. Frier  Case # 2006-054043 
Live Oak, Florida  PCP: Blankenship and Echezabal 
 
Mr. Frier was present but not represented by counsel. 
 
Mr. Hurst presented this case to the board. 
 
After discussion the following motion was made: 
 
MOTION:     Ms. Sutphin made a motion to reject this settlement stipulation as     
                    presented. 
SECOND:   Ms. Clodfelter seconded and the motion passed 5 to 1. 
                    Ms. Nobles was opposed. 
 
After discussion a counter-offer which included a $6,000 fine, costs of $767.25, 
*probation with the standard terms.  The counter-offer also included an Ethics course to 
be completed by 120 days, a boundary course to be completed within 90 days and a 
MTS course to be completed within 90 days. 
 
Prior cases were listed as the Aggravating factor. 
 
Mr. Frier elected to take 30 days to consider if he wished to take the counter-offer.  
            
J. Sherman Frier  Case # 2006-054568 
Live Oak, Florida  PCP: Blankenship and Echezabal 
 
Mr. Frier was present but not represented by counsel. 
 
Mr. Hurst presented this case to the board. 
 
After discussion the following motion was made: 
 
MOTION:     Ms. Sutphin made a motion to accept the settlement stipulation as  
          presented. 
SECOND:    Ms. Clodfelter seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
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Timothy Bruce Alcorn Case # 2006-054571 
Live Oak, Florida  PCP: Blankenship and Echezabal 
 
Mr. Alcorn was present. 
 
Mr. Hurst presented this case to the board. 
 
After discussion the following motion was made: 
 
MOTION:      Ms. Nobles made a motion to accept the settlement stipulation as  
                      presented. 
SECOND:     Ms. Sutphin seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
            
Miguel A. Cortes  Case # 2006-056073 
Tallahassee, Florida  PCP: Blankenship, Poppell and Echezabal 
 
Mr. Cortes was not present but his attorney Ed Bayo was present. 
 
Mr. Hurst presented this case to the board. 
 
After discussion the following motion was made: 
 
MOTION:     Ms. Sutphin made a motion to accept the settlement stipulation as  
                     presented. 
SECOND:    Mr. Lebron seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
Surveying and Mapping Services, Inc. Case # 2006-056908  
Tallahassee, Florida   PCP: Blankenship, Poppell and Echezabal 
 
Mr. Cortes was not present but his attorney Ed Bayo was present. 
 
Mr. Hurst presented this case to the board. 
 
After discussion the following motion was made: 
 
MOTION:     Ms. Nobles made a motion to accept the settlement stipulation as  
                     presented. 
SECOND:    Ms. Sutphin seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
       
Kenneth R. Jones  Case # 2005-016720 
New Smyrna, Florida PCP: Blankenship, Poppell and Echezabal 
 
Mr. Jones was not present. 
 
Mr. Hurst presented this case to the board. 
 
After discussion the following motion was made: 
 
MOTION:     Ms. Sutphin made a motion to accept the settlement stipulation as  
                     presented. 
SECOND:    Ms. Nobles seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
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Horizon Land Surveying, Inc. Case # 2005-012376   
New Smyrna, Florida  PCP: Blankenship, Poppell and Echezabal 
 
No one was present for this case. 
 
Mr. Hurst presented this case to the board. 
 
After discussion the following motion was made: 
 
MOTION:     Ms. Nobles made a motion to accept the settlement stipulation as  
                     presented. 
SECOND:    Ms. Clodfelter seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
            
Jon M. Shoemaker   Case # 2005-054428 
Lake Mary, Florida   PCP: Blankenship, Poppell and Echezabal 
 
Mr. Shoemaker was present. 
 
Mr. Hurst presented this case to the board. 
 
After discussion the following motion was made: 
 
MOTION:     Ms. Sutphin made a motion to accept the settlement stipulation as  
                     presented. 
SECOND:    Ms. Clodfelter seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
            
Long Surveying, Inc. Case # 2005-064021 
Lake Mary, Florida  PCP: Blankenship, Poppell and Echezabal 
 
Mr. Shoemaker was present. 
 
Mr. Hurst presented this case to the board. 
 
After discussion the following motion was made: 
 
MOTION:     Ms. Nobles made a motion to accept the settlement stipulation as  
                     presented. 
SECOND:    Ms. Clodfelter seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
             
R.B. Brennan Surveying, Inc. Case # 2006-012720 
Juno Beach, Florida   PCP: Blankenship Echezabal 
 
No one was present for this case. 
 
Mr. Hurst presented this case to the board. 
 
After discussion the following motion was made: 
 
MOTION:     Ms. Sutphin made a motion to accept the settlement stipulation as  
                     presented. 
SECOND:    Ms. Nobles seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
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Robert D. Whitehead Case # 2006-017681 
Loxahatchee, Florida PCP: Blankenship, Poppell and Echezabal 
 
Mr. Whitehead was present. 
 
Mr. Hurst presented this case to the board. 
 
After discussion the following motions was made: 
 
MOTION:     Ms. Sutphin made a motion to reject the settlement stipulation because of  
          concern over prior disciplinary cases. 
SECOND:    Mr. Cooner seconded and the motion passed 4 to 2.  Ms. Nobles and Mr.  
                     Bush were opposed. 
 
MOTION:     Ms. Sutphin made a motion to offer a counter-offer which included a fine of  
                    $1,750, costs of $887.38, *probation with the standard terms and the  
                    provision that all surveys must be corrected and a corrected copy to the  
                    clients.  This counter-offer also included a provision to allow the fine and  
                    costs to be paid in quarterly payments over the course of 1 year. 
 
SECOND:   Mr. Cooner seconded and the motion passed 5 to 1.  Ms. Nobles was  
         opposed. 
 
Mr. Whitehead accepted the counter-offer on the record. 
             
Triangle Land Surveying, Inc. Case 2006-017683  
Loxahatchee, Florida  PCP: Blankenship, Poppell and Echezabal 
 
Mr. Whitehead was present. 
 
Mr. Hurst presented this case to the board. 
 
After discussion the following motions were made: 
 
MOTION:     Ms. Sutphin made a motion to reject the settlement stipulation. 
SECOND:    Mr. Bush seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
MOTION:     Ms. Sutphin made a motion to offer a counter-offer which offered a fine of  
          $1,750 and costs of $827.75 to be paid in quarterly payments over the  
          course of 1 year. 
SECOND:    Mr. Bush seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
Mr. Whitehead accepted the counter-offer on the record. 
          
PESI, LLC.  Case # 2006-030776 
Eau Clair, WI  PCP: Blankenship, Poppell and Echezabal 
 
No one was present for this case. 
   
Mr. Hurst presented this case to the board. 
After discussion the following motion was made: 
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MOTION:     Ms. Sutphin made a motion to accept the settlement stipulation as  
                     presented. 
SECOND:    Ms. Nobles seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
           
BOARD COUNSEL REPORT – Diane Guillemette 

 
• John Charles Counts, Jr. – Application for Reinstatement of Null & Void 

License – LS 4480  
 
Mr. Counts was present.   

 
Ms. Guillemette presented this case stating that Mr. Counts license went null & void on 
March 1, 1995.  
 
Mr. Counts stated that he suffers from a severe case of                                                                                   
Sleep Apnea but was not diagnosed until after his license went null & void. 
 
After discussion the following motion was made: 
 
MOTION:     Ms. Nobles made a motion to deny this reinstatement due to failure to 

present evidence of good faith effort to comply with the license renewal 
statutes and rules, and failed to present evidence that rises to the level of 
illness or unusual hardship that would justify the failure to renew the 
license. 

SECOND:    Ms. Sutphin seconded and the motion passed unanimously.   
 
REVIEW OF THE TASK FUNCTION FORM FROM THE JULY 2007 MEETING 
 
Mr. Cooner reviewed the task function form with the board and staff.   
 
Mr. Cooner requested that the completed items be removed. 
 
Mr. Cooner also requested t put the discussion regarding 3D Data Models and 3D 
Machine Control Systems back on the January 2008 agenda. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Probation Committee – Pam Nobles 
 
Ms. Nobles reported the following recommendations by this committee: 
 
To approve the July 2007 Probation Review Committee Minutes. 
 
1ST SET OF SURVEYS REVIEW 
 
Leland E. Bedwell 
License # 5884 
Case # 2005-004700 
 
The committee recommended the board accept Mr. Bedwell’s surveys and to release 
him from probation. 
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Daniel William Talbott 
License # 5642 
Case # 2005-038282 
 
The committee recommended the board not find Mr. Talbott’s surveys in compliance  
and to request a second set. 
 
Billy Ray Davis 
License # 5099 
Case # 2005-025503 
 
The committee recommended the board accept Mr. Davis’ surveys and to release him 
from probation. 
 
Thomas E. Jenkins, Jr. 
License # 4063 
Case # 2005-059499 
 
The committee recommended the board continue Mr. Jenkins’ hearing to the  
January 2008 meeting and to use the same surveys. 
 
James D. Bushouse 
License # 4620 
Case # 2005-05703 
 
The committee recommended the board find the surveys not in compliance  
and to request a second set. 
 
Environmental Land Services, Inc. 
 
The committee recommended the board release them from probation. 
 
At the conclusion of this report the following motion was made: 
 
MOTION:     Mr. Bush made a motion to accept the committee’s recommendations. 
SECOND:    Ms. Sutphin seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
Application Committee – Lou Bush  
 
Mr. Bush reported the following recommendations by this committee: 
 
To approve the July 2007 Application Review Committee Minutes. 
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REVIEW AND CONSIDERATION OF APPLICATIONS 
 

558 
559 

Endorsement (Photogrammetry) 
 

560 
561 
562 
563 

John Henry Gerhard 
 
The committee recommended Mr. Gerhard’s application be approved. 
 

564 
565 

Endorsement 
 

566 
567 
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Nicholas P. Nowlan 
 
The committee recommended Mr. Nowlan’s application be approved. 
 

570 
571 
572 
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Charles E. Szovati 
 
The committee recommended Mr. Szovati’s application be approved. 
 

574 
575 

Examination 
 

576 
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Raul Bejerano  
 
The committee recommended Mr. Bejerano’s application be approved. 
 

580 
581 
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Victor Gonzalez 
 
The committee recommended Mr. Gonzalez’s application be approved. 
 

584 
585 
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Jose G. Hernandez 
 
The committee recommended Mr. Henandez’s application be denied because he doesn’t 
have a four year degree. 
 

589 
590 

Surveyor In Training 
 

591 
592 
593 
594 
595 

Bradley Alexander 
 
The committee recommended Mr. Alexander’s application be denied because he is not a 
graduate or in his final year of an approved surveying and mapping curriculum. 
 

596 
597 
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600 

William Robert Friesz 
 
The committee recommended Mr. Friesz’s application be denied because he is not a 
graduate or in his final year of an approved surveying and mapping curriculum. 
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602 
603 
604 
605 
606 

Carlos Garcia-Ruiz 
 
The committee recommended Mr. Garcia-Ruiz’s application be denied because he does 
not have a four year degree and he is not enrolled in a surveying and mapping program 
at an approved school.  
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Marivette Rodriguez-Ramos 
 
The committee recommended Ms. Rodriguez-Ramos’ application be approved. 
 
Discussion Regarding Experience Verification Forms 
 
The committee recommended changes to experience verification forms to help make 
them less confusing. 
The committee also recommended that the same changes be made to the application 
information sheet so that it matches the experience verification form. 
 
• Examination Committee – Pam Nobles 
 
Ms. Nobles stated that the board used to receive collusion reports from the Bureau of 
Education and Testing in the past. 
 
Mr. Morrison stated that he would ask Steve Allen to provide these reports in the future. 
 
After a motion by Ms. Nobles to make sure that the Bureau of Education and Testing 
could pass a NCEES audit and a second by Mr. Bush the motion passed unanimously. 
 
Ms. Nobles stated that NCEES was moving forward with the National Exam Database. 
 
• Probable Cause Panel – Dennis Blankenship 
 
Ms. Nobles reported the following in Mr. Blankenship’s absence: 
 
The panel dismissed 7 reconsiderations, found probable cause in 9 administrative 
complaints and closed 6 cases with closing orders. 
 
Continuing Education Committee – Mary Hanna Clodfelter 
 
Ms. Clodfelter reported the following recommendations by this committee: 
 
To approve the July 2007 Continuing Education Review Committee Minutes. 
 
REVIEW OF CONTINUING EDUCATION PROVIDERS AND COURSE 
APPLICATIONS 
 
Florida Surveying and Mapping Society (0001369) 
 
Course: GIS For Surveyors:  Organizing Your Survey Data – 1 hour of general credit – to 
approve this course. 
 
Course:  GIS For Surveyors: Organizing Your Survey Data – 2 hours of general credit – 
to approve this course. 
 
Course:  First Aid – 3 hours of general credit – to approve this course. 
 
Course:  GIS For Surveyors: Organizing Your Survey Data – 3 hours of general credit – 
to approve this course. 
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Course:  Land and Boundary Information System (LABINS) – 3 hours of general credit – 
to approve this course. 
 
Course:  Swamp and Overflowed Lands in Florida – 3 hours of general credit – to 
approve this course. 
 
Course:  Surveying and Mapping Issues:  A to Z – 3 hours of general credit – to approve 
this course. 
 
Course:  Letter of Map Amendment/Letter of Map Revision (LOMA/LOMR) – 6 hours of 
general credit – to approve this course. 
 
Land Surveyors Workshop (0001370) 
 
Course:  The First Surveyor Doctrine – Facts and Fallacies? – 4 hours of general credit 
– to approve this course. 
 
Advanced Surveying Technology, Inc. (001372) 
 
Course:  AutoCAD Update Class – 8 hours of general credit. – to deny because hours 
on timeline do not match the hours on certificate. 
 
Course:  Using GIS Data in MAP 3D – 8 hours of general credit - to deny because hours 
on timeline do not match the hours on certificate. 
 
Course:  Terrain Modeling Using AutoCAD Land Desktop – 16 hours of general credit – 
to deny because hours on timeline do not match the hours on certificate. 
 
Course:  AutoCAD – 16 hours of general credit - to deny because hours on timeline do 
not match the hours on certificate. 
 
Florida Surveying and Mapping Society (0001369) 
 
Course:  Florida Laws Affecting Professional Surveyors and Mappers – 6 hours of Laws 
and Rules – to approve this course. 
 
Request from Henry C. Ritchie II for Continuing Education Credit – to deny this 
request because the course was not given by an approved continuing education 
provider. 
 
At the conclusion of this report the following motion was made: 
 
MOTION:     Mr. Bush made a motion to accept the committee’s recommendations. 
SECOND:    Ms. Sutphin seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
• Privatization Committee- Jeff Cooner 
 
Mr. Cooner gave the following update: 
 
Mr. Cooner stated that he attended a meeting with FSMS’s consultant and 
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representative’s from the Governor’s Budget Office and DBPR.  Mr. Cooner stated that 
the result of this meeting was that the Business Plan needed some more work.  The 
reason for this was because more details were required from this board than any other 
board that has gone private.   
 
Mr. Cooner also stated that another requirement would be to provide a back up plan if 
the privatization didn’t work out as planned. 
 
Also needed was more detail from the board as to the reasons that they wanted to 
privatize the board. 
 
Mr. Cooner stated the following reasons were listed: 
 

• Unlicensed activity – How can the board prove it is a problem?   
 
Ms. Nobles stated that she feels like the Department only pursues this area if the board 
raises a fuss about it. 
 
Ms. Sutphin mentioned that after a hurricane that the Department puts this profession in 
the background and uses all of its resources for the larger boards such as Construction. 
 
Mr. Bush mentioned a specific case which resulted in a Cease and Desist Order only no 
fine and the board had to appoint a liaison to help.  Mr. Bush also stated that he felt that 
cases stayed open for too long and often cases were closed with no follow-up. 
 

• Prosecution – DBPR should be more aggressive 
 
Ms. Nobles stated that she feels that this ties in to stabilizing board staff because staff 
turnover ties to backlog and untimely prosecutions.  Ms. Nobles also stated that she 
feels once someone is trained they leave the Department. 
 

• Stabilize Board Staff – Should be documented. 
 
The board stated that since 2000 there have been 4 Secretaries and changes within that 
office, 8 Prosecuting Attorneys, 6 General Counsels, 5 Executive Directors and 2 
Assistants. 
 

• Use of Consultants during Investigations 
 
Ms. Sutphin stated that she feels like the board should have more than one consultant. 
 
Ms. Nobles stated that she thought that there were 4 consultants at this time. 
 

• Increased Participation in NCEES – Is this still relevant? 
 
Ms. Nobles stated that this is a big issue because her knowledge of the examinations 
will be lost because she will be leaving the board.  She also stated that she believes that 
the Executive Director or Government Analyst should always go because of the 
information that is exchanged at these meetings. 
After discussion, Mr. Cooner stated that he would use this information to help modify the 
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Business Plan. 
 
Mr. Cooner also stated that the Consultant was given permission to go ahead.  He feels 
like the next step would be to beef up the business case and bring it back to the board 
before it continues to the Department, Governor’s Budget Office and then to the 
Legislative Budget Commission. 
 
If the Department and Governor’s Office says it won’t work then it would have to be 
looked at again. 
 
Mr. Cooner stated that he feels if the funding works it can work.  He also stated that the 
board may need to increase their fees.  Mr. Cooner stated that he felt like the increase in 
fees should not stop the board’s effort. 
 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT- Richard Morrison  
 
Mr. Morrison reviewed the complaint and investigative statistics with the board. 
 
Mr. Morrison also reviewed the Financial Report for Operating Activity Account - 
September 30, 2007, and the Financial Report for Unlicensed Activity Account - 
September 30, 2007.    
 
CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT – Dennis Blankenship 
 
Mr. Cooner reported that Mr. Blankenship’s absence was excused. 
 
OLD/NEW BUSINESS 
 
Mr. Cooner provided the board members with some articles that he wished to have 
included in the board’s next newsletter. 
 
Mr. Cooner also encouraged the other board members to provide articles for the next 
newsletter.  
 
Mr. Cooner suggested finding a way to track and show the types of MTS violations in the 
newsletter.  Mr. Morrison stated that he would work on it. 
 
Discussion Regarding If Professional Land Surveyors Should be in Responsible 
Charge of 3D Data Models for 3D Machine Control Systems 
 
Mr. Cooner asked the board for their comments and concerns regarding this subject. 
 
After some discussion, the board decided to have this item placed on the January 2008 
agenda with more information, to allow Mr. Blankenship’s input.        
 
2008 Board Meeting Schedule 
 
After discussion the following meeting dates and meeting areas were decided: 
 

January 8, 9 & 10, 2008 - Tallahassee    
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April 8, 9 & 10, 2008 - Orlando   
 

July 8, 9 & 10, 2008 – Fort Lauderdale/West Palm Beach   
 

September 30 & October 1, 2, 2008 – Jacksonville/St. Augustine Area  
Election of Officers 
 
Ms. Nobles made a motion to nominate Mr. Cooner for Chair and Ms. Sutphin for 
Vice-Chair. 
Ms. Sutphin seconded and the motion passed 4 to 2.  Mr. Cooner and Mr. Bush 
were opposed. 
 
Mr. Cooner thanked the board for electing him as Chair. 
 
With no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 1:02 p.m. 
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