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MINUTES 
 

Board of Veterinary Medicine 
General Business Meeting 

 
Casa Monica Hotel 
95 Cordova Street 

St. Augustine, FL  32084 
 

September 11, 2007 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
 
Dr. Helm called the meeting to order at 8:03 a.m. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT 
 
Dr. JoAnn Helm 
Dr. Katherine Horky 
Dr. Sergio Vega 
Dr. Guy Maxwell 
Dr. Kandra Jones 
Henry Dover 
Lisa Hurley 
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
 
Jeffrey Jones, Board Counsel 
Drew Winters, Prosecuting Attorney 
Juanita Chastain, Executive Director 
Linda Tinsley, Government Analyst 
Mary Graybosch, Volusia Reporting Company – 386.255.2150 
Dr. Arvind Da Costa 
Dr. Heather Fox 
Dr. Kevin Russell 
Dr. Arsenio Rodrigues 
Billy E. Harper, DVM 
Dr. Kelly Ann Rada 
Dr. Diane Cummins 
Dr. Joseph Tomes 
Cynthia Sandhusen, DVM 
Sophie O’Neil, DVM 
Annette Poirier, FVTA 
Sam R. Lamb, DVM 
Dan Knox, DVM 
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Stephen Shores, DVM 
Tom Johnson 
Phil Hinkle, FVMA 
Janet Winikoff 
 
APPROVAL OF JUNE 5, 2007 MEETING MINUTES 
 
Mr. Dover advised the board that on page five (5) of the agenda Dr. Gerald D. 
Manley, DVM, case number 2002-020019, the Department’s recommendation 
was not included in the minutes. 
 
MOTION: Mr. Dover made a motion to approve the minutes as amended. 
 
SECOND: Dr. Horky seconded the motion and the motion passed 

unanimously. 
 
DISCIPLINARY HEARINGS 
 
Philip J. Aleong, DVM: Case number 2003-093234 
 
Mr. Winters advised the board that the case was being pulled from the agenda. 
 
Timothy P. Brooks, DVM: Case number 2005-052685 
 
Mr. Winters advised the board that Dr. Brooks had asked for a continuance and 
the Department agreed to grant the continuance and the case will be moved to 
the December 2007 agenda. 
 
Nicholas James Garrick, DVM: Case number 2006-050454 
 
Dr. Garrick was present at the meeting and was sworn in by the court reporter.  
He was represented by counsel, Lisa Freidlieb. 
 
Dr. Jones was recused due to her participation on the probable cause panel. 
 
Mr. Winters presented the case as an informal hearing.  Mr. Winters advised the 
board that the administrative complaint alleges that the Respondent failed to 
keep contemporaneous and individual medical records.  Mr. Winters requested 
that the board adopt the findings of fact and conclusions of law as the findings of 
fact and conclusions of law of the board.   
 
MOTION: Dr. Vega made a motion to adopt the findings of fact and 

conclusions of law as those of the board. 
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SECOND: Mr. Dover seconded the motion and the motion passed 
unanimously. 

 
After discussion by the board the following motion was made. 
 
MOTION: Dr. Vega made a motion to impose a seven hundred and fifty dollar 

($750.00) fine, one hundred and fifty six dollars and ten cents 
($156.10) in costs and two (2) hours of continuing education in 
record keeping. 

 
SECOND: Ms. Hurley seconded the motion and the motion passed 

unanimously. 
 
Arsenio Rodriguez, DVM: Case number 2006-050456 
 
Dr. Rodriguez was present at the meeting and was sworn in by the court 
reporter.   He was not represented by counsel. 
 
Dr. Jones was recused due to her participation on the probable cause panel. 
 
Mr. Winters presented the case as an informal hearing.  Mr. Winters advised the 
board that the administrative complaint alleges that the Respondent failed to 
keep contemporaneous and individual medical records.  Mr. Winters requested 
that the board adopt the findings of fact and conclusions of law as the findings of 
fact and conclusions of law of the board.   
 
MOTION: Dr. Vega made a motion to adopt the findings of fact and 

conclusions of law as those of the board. 
 
SECOND: Ms. Hurley seconded the motion and the motion passed 

unanimously. 
 
After discussion by the board the following motion was made. 
 
MOTION: Dr. Vega made a motion to impose a seven hundred and fifty dollar 

($750.00) fine, two hundred and ninety eight dollars and twenty 
nine cents ($298.29) in costs, and two (2) hours of continuing 
education in record keeping. 

 
SECOND: Ms. Hurley seconded the motion and the motion passed 

unanimously. 
 
Charles Gill, DVM: Case number 2006-056441 
 
Dr. Gill was not present at the meeting and was not represented by counsel. 
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Dr. Jones was recused due to her participation on the probable cause panel. 
 
Mr. Winters presented the case as a motion for waiver of rights and final order.    
Mr. Winters advised the board that the administrative complaint alleges that the 
Respondent failed to pay the fine and costs within six (6) months of the filing of a 
Final Order.  He stated that Dr. Gill had not filed an Election of Rights form or 
established a disputed issue of material fact in response to an administrative 
complaint.  Mr. Winters requested that the board find that Dr. Gill had waived his 
rights to dispute the facts in this matter. 
 
MOTION: Mr. Dover made a motion to find that Dr. Gill had waived his rights 

to dispute the facts. 
 
SECOND: Dr. Vega seconded the motion and the motion passed 

unanimously. 
 
Mr. Winters requested that the board adopt the findings of fact and conclusions 
of law as the findings of fact and conclusions of law of the board.   
 
MOTION: Ms. Hurley made a motion to adopt the findings of fact and 

conclusions of law as those of the board. 
 
SECOND: Dr. Horky seconded the motion and the motion passed 

unanimously. 
 
After discussion by the board the following motion was made. 
 
MOTION: Dr. Vega made a motion to impose one hundred and forty nine 

dollars and two cents ($149.02) in costs and one (1) year probation. 
 
SECOND: Mr. Dover seconded the motion and the motion passed.  
 
Dr. Horky was opposed. 
 
Stuart Armstrong, DVM: Case number 2004-044397 & 2004-056560 
 
Dr. Armstrong was present at the meeting and was sworn in by the court 
reporter.  He was represented by counsel, Mr. Charles. 
 
Dr. Jones was recused due to her participation on the probable cause panel. 
 
Mr. Winters presented the case as a Settlement Stipulation.  Mr. Winters advised 
the board that in case number 2004-044397 the administrative complaint alleges 
that the Respondent failed to perform proper pre-operative tests and failed to 
biopsy a mass prior to surgery.  He stated that in case 2004-056560 the 
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administrative complaint alleges that the Respondent failed to properly diagnose 
and failed to keep accurate medical records.  Mr. Winters advised the board that 
the Department recommended a three thousand dollar ($3000.00) fine, one 
thousand eight hundred and seventy nine dollars and seventeen cents 
($1879.17) in costs and ninety (90) days probation. 
 
After discussion by the board the following motion was made. 
 
MOTION: Mr. Dover made a motion to accept the Settlement Stipulation as 

presented. 
 
SECOND: Dr. Vega seconded the motion passed unanimously. 
 
John Francis Barr, DVM: Case number 2006-050464 
 
Dr. Barr was present at the meeting and was sworn in by the court reporter.  He 
was represented by counsel, Lisa Freidlieb. 
 
Dr. Jones was recused due to her participation on the probable cause panel. 
 
Mr. Winters presented the case as a Settlement Stipulation.  Mr. Winters advised 
the board that the administrative complaint alleges that the Respondent failed to 
keep contemporaneous and individual medical records.  Mr. Winters advised the 
board the Department recommended a seven hundred and fifty dollar ($750.00) 
fine, two hundred and seventy nine dollars and seventy seven cents ($279.77) in 
costs and six (6) months probation. 
 
Dr. Vega advised the board that he knew Dr. Barr and he felt it would not in any 
way interfere with his judgment. 
 
After discussion by the board the following motion was made. 
 
MOTION: Mr. Dover made a motion to accept the Settlement Stipulation as 

presented. 
 
SECOND: Ms. Hurley seconded the motion and the motion passed 

unanimously. 
 
Alejandro A. Diaz, DVM: Case number 2004-020890 
 
Dr. Diaz was not present and was not represented by counsel. 
 
After discussion by the board the case was continued until the December 2007 
meeting. 
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Alexander Freyman, DVM: Case number 2004-035506 
 
Dr. Freyman was present and was sworn in by the court reporter.  He was not 
represented by counsel. 
 
Dr. Jones was recused due to her participation on the probable cause panel. 
 
Mr. Winters presented the case as a Settlement Stipulation.  Mr. Winters advised 
the board that the administrative complaint alleges that the Respondent failed to 
keep contemporaneously written medical records.  Mr. Winters advised the board 
that the Department recommended a seven hundred and fifty dollar ($750.00) 
fine, and three hundred and seventy eight dollars and sixty five cents ($378.65) 
in costs. 
 
After discussion by the board the following motion was made. 
 
MOTION: Dr. Vega made a motion to accept the Settlement Stipulation as 

presented. 
 
SECOND: Mr. Dover seconded the motion and the motion passed 

unanimously. 
 
Billy E. Harper, DVM: Case number 2006-036857 
 
Dr. Harper was present and was sworn in by the court reporter.  He was not 
represented by counsel.   
 
Dr. Jones was recused due to her participation on the probable cause panel. 
 
Mr. Winters presented the case as a Settlement Stipulation.  Mr. Winters advised 
the board that the administrative complaint alleges the Respondent failed to keep 
accurate records and some of his controlled substances were in an unlocked 
drawer.  Mr. Winters advised the board that the Department recommended a one 
thousand dollar ($1000.00) fine, three hundred and sixty three dollars and fifty 
five cents ($363.55) in costs, six (6) months probation and three (3) hours of 
continuing education in small animal pharmacology. 
 
After discussion by the board the following motion was made. 
 
MOTION: Dr. Vega made a motion to accept the Settlement Stipulation as 

presented. 
 
SECOND: Dr. Horky seconded the motion and the motion passed 

unanimously. 
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Doretha Jones, DVM: Case number 2006-020430 
 
The case was tabled until the December 2007 meeting. 
 
David R. Sachs, DVM: Case number 2004-035107 
 
Dr. Sachs was not present at the meeting and he was represented by counsel, 
William Furlough. 
 
Dr. Jones was recused due to her participation on the probable cause panel. 
 
Ms. Hurley advised the board that she and Mr. Furlough had practiced law 
together in two (2) law firms.  She stated that she did not feel it would affect her 
decision but she would recuse herself if the board felt it was appropriate. 
 
Mr. Winters presented the case as a Settlement Stipulation.  Mr. Winters advised 
the board that the administrative complaint alleges the Respondent had his New 
York veterinary license suspended and revoked and failed to notify the board 
within thirty (30) days.  Mr. Winters advised the board that the Department 
recommended a five hundred dollar ($500.00) fine and one year probation. 
 
After discussion by the board the following motion was made. 
 
MOTION: Dr. Horky made a motion to accept the Settlement Stipulation as 

presented. 
 
SECOND: Mr. Dover seconded the motion and the motion passed 

unanimously. 
 
Animal Health Services: Case number 2005-060805 
 
No one present to represent Animal Health Services. 
 
Dr. Jones was recused due to her participation on the probable cause panel. 
 
Mr. Winters presented the case as a Settlement Stipulation.  Mr. Winters advised 
the board that the administrative complaint alleges that the Respondent 
administered microchips, which is outside the scope of administering 
vaccinations, immunizations, or any other procedure that is used to prevent 
parasites in animals. 
 
Mr. Winters advised the board that the Department recommended a five hundred 
dollar ($500.00) fine, one hundred and sixty three dollars and sixty seven cents 
($163.67) in costs and six (6) months probation. 
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After discussion by the board the following motion was made. 
 
MOTION: Mr. Dover made a motion to accept the Settlement Stipulation as 

presented. 
 
SECOND: Dr. Horky seconded the motion. 
 
Dr. Helm asked Ms. Tinsley to call the roll. 
 
The motion passed five (5) to one (1). Dr Vega opposed. 
 
Charles L. Glicksberg, DVM: Case number 2003-061171 
 
Dr. Glicksberg was not present at the meeting and was not represented by 
counsel. 
 
Dr. Jones was recused due to her participation on the probable cause panel. 
 
Mr. Winters presented the case as a Settlement Stipulation.  Mr. Winters advised 
the board that the administrative complaint alleges the Respondent was guilty of 
incompetence or negligence in his treatment of complainant’s dog and failed to 
provide a legible copy of the medical records to the Department.   
 
Mr. Winters advised the board that the Department recommended nine hundred 
and forty six dollars and eighty five cents ($946.85) in costs, one (1) year 
probation and six (6) additional hours of continuing education in the area of 
emergency care. 
 
After discussion by the board the following motion was made. 
 
MOTION: Mr. Dover made a motion to accept the Settlement Stipulation as 

presented. 
 
SECOND: Dr. Vega seconded the motion. 
 
Dr. Helm asked Ms. Tinsley to call the roll. 
 
The motion passed four (4) to two (2). Dr. Helm and Dr. Horky opposed. 
 
Dr. Helm stated that the board needed to remember that their job is to protect the 
public.  She stated for the record, historically the board likes to see the 
respondents at the meeting.  
 
Kevin Philip Russell, DVM: Case number 2006-018654 
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Dr. Russell was present at the meeting and was sworn in by the court reporter.  
He was represented by counsel, Edwin Bayo. 
 
Dr. Jones was recused due to her participation on the probable cause panel. 
 
Mr. Winters presented the case as a Settlement Stipulation.  Mr. Winters advised 
the board that the administrative complaint alleges the Respondent failed to 
adequately monitor the patient, failed to administer fluid therapy, failed to remove 
a sponge from the patients abdomen during surgery and failed to keep 
contemporaneously written medical records. 
 
Mr. Winters advised the board that the Department recommended a fifteen 
hundred dollar ($1500.00) fine, one thousand three hundred and thirty one 
dollars and eighty two cents ($1331.82) in costs, six (6) months probation and six 
(6) hours of continuing education in small animal surgery. 
 
After discussion by the board the following motion was made. 
 
MOTION: Dr. Horky made a motion to accept the Settlement Stipulation as 

presented. 
 
SECOND: Dr. Maxwell seconded the motion and the motion passed 

unanimously. 
 
Charles Gill, DVM: Case number 2006-056441 (Re - Addressed) 
 
Dr. Gill was present at the meeting and was sworn in by the court reporter.  He  
was not represented by counsel.   
 
Dr. Jones was recused due to her participation on the probable cause panel. 
 
Mr. Winters advised the board that Dr. Gill was present and the board had 
addressed the case earlier and asked that they give Dr. Gill a chance to address 
the board. 
 
Mr. Winters presented the case as a motion for waiver of rights and final order.    
Mr. Winters advised the board that the administrative complaint alleges that the 
Respondent failed to pay the fine and costs within six (6) months of the filing of a 
Final Order.  He stated that Dr. Gill had not filed an Election of Rights form or 
established a disputed issue of material fact in response to an administrative 
complaint.  Mr. Winters requested that the board find that Dr. Gill had waived his 
rights to dispute the facts in this matter. 
 
Dr. Gill advised the board that he was in Honduras and while there he became 
very ill.  He stated that he did not respond to the board due to illness.  Dr. Gill 
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advised the Board that he was not able to work full time and was making very 
little money.  Dr. Gill advised the board that he could pay one hundred dollars 
($100.00) a month. 
 
Mr. Winters advised the board that they could make a motion to re-consider their 
previous decision in Dr. Gill’s case. 
 
After discussion by the board the following motion was made. 
 
MOTION: Mr. Dover made a motion to re-consider Dr. Gill’s case. 
 
SECOND: Dr. Horky seconded the motion and the motion passed 

unanimously. 
 
MOTION: Dr. Vega made a motion to impose eighteen (18) months probation 

and eighteen months to pay his fine at one hundred dollars 
($100.00) per month. 

 
SECOND: Ms. Hurley seconded the motion and the motion passed 

unanimously. 
 
PET HEALTH CERTIFICATION AND RULES 
 
Thomas J. Holt, DVM, State Veterinarian  
Director Division of Animal Husbandry 
 
Dr. Sam Lamb introduced himself to the board and thanked the board for the 
opportunity to address them.  He stated that the Department of Agriculture 
became concerned about the completion of the Official Certificate of Veterinary 
Inspection (OCVI) form for the Intrastate Sale of a Dog or Cat.  He stated that a 
public rules workshop was held to amend the rules and modify the form so it 
would be more directly defined to the statute.   Dr. Lamb stated that a copy of the 
modified OCVI form was handed out to the board and a copy of the letter that 
was sent out to the workshop participants.  He stated that he hoped by the end of 
the year they would have a modified OCVI form that is statutorily stronger.   
 
Dr. Holt advised the board to contact him if they had any questions and thanked 
the board for allowing them to address the board. 
 
The board thanked Dr. Holt and Dr. Lamb and expressed appreciation for their 
commitment to the issue. 
 
PETITION TO LIFT PROBATION 
 
Joseph Tomes, DVM 



______________________________________________________________________________________ 
BOARD OF VETERINARY MEDICINE 

General Business Meeting 
September 11, 2007 

Page 11 

450 
451 
452 
453 
454 
455 
456 
457 
458 
459 
460 
461 
462 
463 
464 
465 
466 
467 
468 
469 
470 
471 
472 
473 
474 
475 
476 
477 
478 
479 
480 
481 
482 
483 
484 
485 
486 
487 
488 
489 
490 
491 
492 
493 

Dr. Tomes was present at the meeting and was not represented by counsel.  He 
was sworn in by the court reporter. 
 
Dr. Helm advised the board that Dr. Tomes was petitioning the board to lift his 
probation.  She stated that he had completed all the terms of his probation and 
he had been released from his contract with the Professional Resource Network 
(PRN).  Dr. Helm advised the board that a letter from PRN was in their materials 
folder recommending that the board lift Dr. Tomes probation. 
 
After discussion by the board the following motion was made. 
 
MOTION: Ms. Hurley made a motion to lift Dr. Tomes’s probation. 
 
SECOND: Dr. Jones seconded the motion and the motion passed 

unanimously. 
 
REVIEW/APPROVAL OF APPLICATIONS 
 
Jeffrey Jackson Courtney, DVM 
 
Dr. Courtney was present at the meeting and was sworn in by the court reporter.  
He was not represented by counsel. 
 
Dr. Helm advised the board that Dr. Courtney had applied for licensure by 
examination.  She stated that he answered yes to the question on the application 
which asks have you ever been convicted of a crime.  Dr. Helm advised the 
board that Dr. Courtney plead guilty to a DUI in May of 2006. 
 
After discussion by the board the following motion was made. 
 
MOTION: Dr. Jones made a motion to conditionally approve Dr. Courtney’s 

application for licensure and impose one (1) year probation. 
 
SECOND: Dr. Vega seconded the motion and the motion passed 

unanimously. 
 
Arvind Gracias Da Costa, DVM 
 
Dr. Da Costa was present at the meeting and was sworn in by the court reporter.  
He was not represented by counsel. 
 
Dr. Helm advised the board that Dr. Da Costa had applied for a license by 
examination.  She stated that Dr. Da Costa answered yes to the question on the 
application have you within the last two (2) years received treatment for any form 
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of insanity, emotional disturbance, or mental disorder.  Dr. Helm advised the 
board that he was under treatment for bi-polar disorder. 
 
After discussion by the board the following motion was made. 
 
MOTION: Dr. Jones made a motion to approve Dr. Da Costa’s application for  
  licensure. 
 
SECOND: Ms. Hurley seconded the motion and the motion passed 

unanimously. 
 
Lewis Randolph Darnton, DVM 
 
Dr. Darnton was not present at the meeting and was not represented by counsel.   
 
Dr. Helm advised the board that Dr. Darnton answered yes to the question which 
asks have you ever been a defendant in civil litigation in which the basis of the 
complaint was alleged negligence, malpractice or lack of professional 
competence.  She stated that he had applied for licensure by endorsement. 
 
After discussion by the board the following motion was made. 
 
MOTION: Mr. Dover made a motion to approve Dr. Darnton’s application for 

licensure. 
 
SECOND: Dr. Jones seconded the motion and the motion passed 

unanimously. 
 
Richard Wayne Mackey, DVM 
 
Dr. Mackey was not present at the meeting.  He was not represented by counsel. 
 
Dr. Helm advised the board that Dr. Mackey had applied for a license by 
endorsement.  She stated that he had answered yes to the question on the 
application which asks have you ever had a professional license acted against in 
any jurisdiction. 
 
After discussion by the board the following motion was made. 
 
MOTION: Mr. Dover made a motion to approve Dr. Mackey’s application for 

licensure. 
 
SECOND: Dr. Jones seconded the motion and the motion passed 

unanimously. 
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Jamie H. McAnly, DVM 
 
Dr. McAnly was present at the meeting and was sworn in by the court reporter.  
She was represented by counsel, Michael Kasey. 
 
Dr. Helm advised the board that Dr. McAnly had applied for licensure by 
examination.  She stated that Dr. Anly had answered yes to the question on the 
application have you ever been a defendant in civil litigation in which the basis of 
the complaint was alleged negligence, malpractice or lack of professional 
competence. 
 
After discussion by the board the following motion was made. 
 
MOTION: Mr. Dover made a motion to approve Dr. Anly’s application for 

licensure. 
 
SECOND: Dr. Jones seconded the motion and the motion passed 

unanimously. 
 
Sophie Shannon O’Neil, DVM 
 
Dr. O’Neil was present at the meeting and was sworn in by the court reporter.  
She was not represented by counsel. 
 
Dr. Helm advised the board that Dr. O’Neil had applied by endorsement.  She 
stated that Dr O’Neil had answered yes to the question on the application, have 
you ever been convicted of a crime, found guilty, or entered a plea of guilty or no 
contest to, even if you received a withhold of adjudication. 
 
After discussion by the board the following motion was made. 
 
MOTION: Dr. Jones made a motion to approve Dr. O’Neil’s application for 

licensure. 
 
SECOND: Dr. Horky seconded the motion and the motion passed 

unanimously. 
 
Cynthia Sandhusen, DVM 
 
Dr. Sandhusen was present at the meeting and was sworn in by the court 
reporter.  She was not represented by counsel. 
 
Dr. Helm advised the board that Dr. Sandhusen had applied for licensure by 
endorsement.  She stated that Dr. Sandhusen’s Florida license had gone null & 
void due to failure to renew.  Dr. Helm advised the board that Dr. Sandhusen 



______________________________________________________________________________________ 
BOARD OF VETERINARY MEDICINE 

General Business Meeting 
September 11, 2007 

Page 14 

584 
585 
586 
587 
588 
589 
590 
591 
592 
593 
594 
595 
596 
597 
598 
599 
600 
601 
602 
603 
604 
605 
606 
607 
608 
609 
610 
611 
612 
613 
614 
615 
616 
617 
618 
619 
620 
621 
622 
623 
624 
625 
626 
627 
628 

answered yes to the question on the application, have you ever been convicted 
of a crime, found guilty, or entered a plea of no contest.  She stated that Dr.  
Sandhusen had been arrested for practicing without a license. 
 
Dr. Sandhusen advised the board that she had undergone treatment for cancer 
and due to other hardships failed to renew her license. 
 
After discussion by the board the following motion was made. 
 
MOTION: Ms. Hurley made a motion to reinstate Dr. Sandhusen’s license due 

to hardship. 
 
SECOND: Dr. Horkey seconded the motion and the motion passed 

unanimously. 
 
Miles Anthony Hildebrand, DVM 
 
Dr. Hildebrand was not present at the meeting and was not represented by 
counsel.   
 
Dr. Helm advised the board that Dr. Hildebrand had applied for licensure for 
endorsement.  She stated that Dr. Hildebrand answered yes to the question have 
you ever been convicted of a crime. 
 
After discussion by the board the following motion was made. 
 
MOTION: Dr. Jones made a motion to approve Dr. Hildebrand’s application 

for endorsement. 
 
SECOND: Ms. Hurley seconded the motion and the motion passed 

unanimously. 
 
Heather Fox, DVM 
 
Dr. Fox was present at the meeting and she was sworn in by the court reporter.  
She was not represented by counsel. 
 
Dr. Helm advised the board that Dr. Fox had applied for licensure by 
endorsement.  She stated that Dr. Fox was disciplined by the state of Texas for 
not completing her continuing education. 
 
After discussion by the board the following motion was made. 
 
MOTION: Dr. Jones made a motion to approve Dr. Fox’s application for 

licensure. 
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SECOND: Ms. Hurley seconded the motion and the motion passed 

unanimously. 
 
Diane Sue Cummins, DVM 
 
Dr. Cummins was present at the meeting and was sworn in by the court reporter.  
She was not represented by counsel. 
 
Dr. Helm advised the board that Dr. Cummins had applied for licensure by 
endorsement.  She stated that Dr. Cummins had answered yes to two (2) 
background questions on the application, have you ever been convicted of a 
crime and had any license to practice a regulated profession been revoked or 
suspended in any jurisdiction. 
 
After discussion by the board the following motion was made. 
 
MOTION: Dr. Jones made a motion to approve Dr. Cummin’s application for 

licensure. 
 
SECOND: Mr. Dover seconded the motion and the motion passed 

unanimously. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
Microchipping – Dr. Sergio Vega 
 
Dr. Vega advised the board that the American Veterinary Medical Association 
(AVMA) manual states that microchipping is an injection procedure and therefore 
constitutes the practice of veterinary medicine.  The injection should be done by 
a licensed veterinarian or under the supervision of a licensed veterinarian.  He 
stated that microchipping is a win win situation for everybody concerned.  Dr. 
Vega stated that it requires minimal investment and has minimal risks.  He stated 
that only 5% of animals in the country have been microchipped.  He stated that 
the potential for business is very large.  Dr. Vega stated that he wanted the board 
to address what is microchipping and who can do it.  He stated that each speaker 
that had signed in would have five (5) minutes to speak to the board.  Dr. Vega 
stated he wanted to put three (3) different questions to the board for 
consideration.  He stated the first question is microchipping a veterinary 
procedure.  He stated that this may be the time to ask board counsel to begin 
rule making.  He stated he wanted to reinstate the notion that microchipping is a 
veterinary procedure so board counsel could prepare rule language for the next 
meeting.  Dr. Vega advised the board that he is basing the concept on a few 
facts.  He stated the AVMA had declared that microchipping is a veterinary 
procedure and it is an injection.  Dr. Vega stated that an animal can be harmed if 
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the procedure is not done properly and the whole procedure can be ineffective if 
the microchip migrates.  He stated it is a sterile procedure and the individual 
must know the angle of insertion of the microchip.  Dr. Vega stated that he 
wanted to make a motion to the board that microchipping is a veterinary 
procedure. 
 
Dr. Helm stated that the board at another meeting made a motion and seconded 
that microchipping is the practice of veterinary medicine. 
 
Dr. Vega stated that now the board could instruct counsel to work on rule 
language. 
 
Ms. Hurley asked the board if the current state of the law was not clear on this. 
 
Dr. Vega stated that it was not. 
 
Mr. Jones stated that the board had deemed that the statutory definition of 
veterinary medicine encompassed microchipping. 
 
Dr. Vega stated that he wanted something in the rule. 
 
Mr. Jones stated that the board wanted the administrative rule process to 
incorporate the board’s previous rendition of microchipping. 
 
Dr. Vega stated that there was some confusion about microchipping and he 
wanted to make sure that anyone looking at the rule could read that 
microchipping is a veterinary procedure. 
 
Mr. Jones advised the board that the motion is to look at the rule. 
 
Ms. Hurley asked Mr. Jones if this could be accomplished by rule or does 
something have to be done by statute. 
 
Dr. Helm stated that she would rather do it by rule alone. 
 
Ms. Hurley stated that the board needed to make sure they had statutory 
authority to expand the definition of what is the practice of veterinary medicine. 
 
Dr. Vega stated that looking at the statute was a different angle and he did not 
think the board needed to do that. 
 
Mr. Winters stated that the board was obviously looking at requiring immediate 
supervision and Rule 61G18-17.005, Florida Administrative Code was the rule 
that needed to be changed. 
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Dr. Vega stated that if the board says microchipping was a veterinary procedure 
the next question was do you have to be a licensed veterinary to put a microchip 
in an animal or can it be delegated to a technician.  He stated in his opinion that 
a technician should be allowed to microchip under supervision.  He stated that 
vaccines, except rabies can be done by a technician.  He stated the next 
question was can it be done under immediate supervision or responsible 
supervision.  Dr. Vega stated that some groups want to do microchipping without 
a veterinarian involved. 
 
Dr. Helm stated that the board was in agreement that microchipping was the 
practice of veterinary medicine and a veterinarian had to be involved.   
 
Dr. Vega stated that in his opinion limited service clinics should be allowed to do 
microchipping. 
 
Dr. Jones advised the board that limited service clinics started as rabies clinics 
and they were doing enough.  She stated that the purpose of the limited service 
clinics was that they have limited services.  She stated it was blown out of 
proportion as it was. 
 
Dr. Helm stated that she would not be in favor of adding anything else to the 
limited service clinics. 
 
Dr. Knox from Avid I D Systems addressed the board.  Dr. Knox advised the 
board that the microchip was essential during a disaster when thousands of 
animals are misplaced. 
 
Scott Trebatoski advised the board that he was President of the Florida Animal 
Control Association.  He stated the organization represents thousands of animal 
control officers and the majority of counties and municipalities throughout the 
state.   He stated that they see microchipping as a permanent identification issue 
and a critical issue as far as the limiting of unnecessary euthanasia.  He stated 
that most animal control agencies are only allowed to keep the animals for a 
certain period of time.  He stated the quicker they can find information on who 
owns the animal the less likely that animal will be euthanized.  Mr. Trebatoski 
advised the board that they would like the board to consider that microchipping 
could be done under the responsible supervision of a veterinarian.  He stated 
that many animal control agencies may have one to five employees but may not 
have a veterinarian on the premises all the time.  He stated that in his opinion as 
lay people our task with euthanizing animals is as much a veterinarian procedure 
as microchipping.  He stated that they are allowed to maintain DEA scheduled 
drugs with or without a veterinarian and we are given a responsibility by the state 
to teach people how to do euthanasia as lay people without any formal veterinary 
training.  He stated that limiting the microchipping procedure to veterinarians 
would exclude the animal shelters.  He stated that microchipping was done in his 
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shelter and return to ownership of animals had increased 36% in the last five (5) 
years.  He asked the board to consider looking at the responsibility the state had 
all ready given the animal control agencies and consider responsible supervision. 
 
Dr. Kelly Rada advised the board that she was the Assistant Director of 
Veterinary Services for Miami Dade.  She advised the board that she was there 
on behalf of all of the animals that would be affected by the decision the board 
would make.  She stated the risks of microchipping are minimal.  She stated the 
benefits of microchipping far out weigh the risks.  She stated that not enough 
animals are being microchipped.  She stated that she would like the opportunity 
to train staff in the shelters to do microchipping correctly. 
 
Janet Winnikoff from the Humane Society advised the board that this shelter 
microchipped eighteen hundred (1800) animals last year and that helps those 
animals if they are lost.  She stated that if microchipping is restricted because 
they do not have a full time veterinarian that would seriously impede there shelter 
and other shelters from microhipping the animals. 
 
Dr. Stephen Shores from the Florida Veterinary Medical Association advised the 
board that he was there to deliver to the board the position of the Florida 
Veterinary Medical Association.  He stated that it does not matter who implants 
the microchip if there is no way to trace the microchip it is worthless.  He stated 
that it is their experience that when the microchip is implanted under the 
immediate supervision of a veterinarian the microchips are traceable.  He stated 
that he was not saying that the animal shelters and humane societies are not 
doing a good job.  He stated that if it is opened up for any John Doe to go down 
to the local pet shop and start implanting microchips you are going to sell a lot of 
microchips and when the pets go to the shelters there will be no way to trace 
them.  Dr. Shores stated that they have a responsibility to the public and to the 
pets to make sure that if the animal is microchiped the data is retrievable.  He 
stated that microchips should be as available as possible but it had to be done 
correctly and it had to be done under the current law which is immediate 
supervision which means the veterinarian has to be on the premises.  He stated 
that the Florida Veterinary Medical Association believes in the best interest of the 
consumer and the health of the pet, microchipping should only be done under 
immediate supervision.  He stated that he totally agreed with Dr. Helm that 
microchipping needs to be done in shelters, animal control agencies and animal 
hospitals but does not need to be done in limited service clinics.  Dr. Shores 
stated that they were all for protecting the public and for protecting the pet and 
they think this is the most valued way to do that. 
 
Mr. Bayo, Legal Counsel for the Florida Veterinary Medical Association, advised 
the board that it is a delegable task and the veterinarian does not have to 
physically do the microchipping himself, or herself but immediate supervision is 
consistent with the current rule.    
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Tom Johnson, Regional Manager of Schering Plough, Home Again advised the 
board that Schering Plough carved out a division solely dedicated to home again 
microchipping.  He stated that the euthanasia rates are staggering and to prevent 
shelters from having the ability to microchip pets in order to help save pets lives 
would be a horrible mistake.  He stated that from an enrollment stand point that 
had nothing to do with immediate supervision or responsible supervision.  He 
stated that a vast majority of clinics give the enrollment form to the animal owner 
to send in.  He stated that fifty percent of the time the owner does not send the 
form in.  He stated that they are trying to get the enrollment forms completed in 
house and sent in from the facility. He stated that this is the only way to know 
that the enrollment form had been sent in.  He stated that he agreed that 
microchipping should not be done in pet stores. 
 
Dr. Helm stated that she appreciated every ones comments and she stated that a 
lot of good points were raised. 
 
Dr. Vega stated that he brought up the microchipping issue because there is a lot 
of pressure from different groups.  He stated that the board needs to come up 
with the best solution if possible.  He stated that the board needed to keep in 
mind the protection of the public and the welfare of the animals. 
 
Dr. Helm asked the board members if they had any comments about responsible 
supervision. 
 
Dr. Jones stated that she was against responsible supervision. 
 
Dr. Vega stated that he agreed. 
 
Carolyn Johnson stated that she represented Animal Health Services, a limited 
service clinic.  She stated that limited service clinics feel that they should be able 
to provide microchipping at their clinics.  She stated that there is always a 
licensed veterinarian on staff and the veterinarian would always be performing 
that procedure.  She stated that she hoped the board would consider allowing 
limited service clinics to perform microchipping. 
 
Dr. Helm asked Ms. Johnson if she understood they could not do microchipping 
at a limited service clinic. 
 
Ms. Johnson stated that she understood they could not. 
 
Dr. Helm advised the board that she would ask each board member if 
microchipping could be done under immediate or responsible supervision. 
 
Ms. Hurley stated that as a lay person she did not have an opinion one way or 
the other. 
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Dr. Horky stated that she felt it would be immediate. 
 
Dr. Vega stated that he was inclined towards immediate but he did not want to 
make a final vote. 
 
Dr. Maxwell stated that he was inclined towards immediate but he also felt that if 
the veterinarian administered the chip the veterinarian should be responsible for 
the registration. 
 
Mr. Dover stated that he felt it should be immediate supervision. 
 
Dr. Helm asked Dr. Vega to get together with Mr. Jones to issue a statement that 
is within the guidelines that the board all ready has.   
 
Endorsement Continuing Education Issue 
 
Ms. Chastain advised the board that the current Rule 61G18-14002(3) (d), 
Florida Administrative Code, Licensure by Endorsement, states that continuing 
education for renewal of an active license, is required as part of the endorsement 
application.  She stated that in 1998 the previous counsel, Ed Bayo wrote that 
continuing education is not a condition of licensure but a condition of renewal.  
Ms. Chastain stated that she felt the board should not have continuing education 
as a condition of licensure for an endorsement applicant. 
 
After discussion by the board the following motion was made. 
 
MOTION: Dr. Jones made a motion to delete section (3)(d) in Rule 61G18-

14.002, F.A.C.  
 
SECOND: Dr. Dover seconded the motion and the motion passed 

unanimously. 
 
RATIFICATION OF APPLICATIONS 
 
Continuing Education 
 
MOTION: Mr. Dover made a motion to approve the following continuing 

education applications. 
 
SECOND: Dr. Jones seconded the motion and the motion passed 

unanimously. 
 
Florida Animal Care – Mock Examination – 16 hours 
T&S Consulting, Inc – Filmless X-Ray Imaging Technology – 1.5 hours 
Merial – Creating the Five Star Dental Practice – 1 hour 
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Recognition and Control of Selected Zoonotic Diseases- 2 hours 
Affiliated Veterinary Specialists-Orange Park – Basics of Digital Radiology-2 
hours 
TibialTuberosity – 2.5 hours 
Mobile Veterinary Medical Association – PSI Small Animal Medicine 
Seminar – 8 hours 
Canine and Feline Vaccination in 2007- 2hours 
Florida Department of Health/Epidomology – Florida Zoonosis Summit – 7.5 
hours 
Alachua Veterinary Medical Association – Feline lower Urinary Tract Disease – 
1.5 hours 
 
Licensure/Exam Candidates 
 
MOTION: Dr. Jones made a motion to approve the following exam 

candidates. 
 
SECOND: Mr. Dover seconded the motion and the motion passed 

unanimously. 
 
Candidates approved May 1, 2007. 
 
Senior Graduates 
 
Kaley A. Boydstun, MarciaN. Craig, William R. Crumley, Meighan K. Daly, Jamie 
C. Davison, Mark D. Dunbar, Nicole D. Effleston, Jill C. Eyles, Danielle R. 
Graham, Samuel J. Hartsell, Kristin J. Haynes, Scott Hirschberger, Mary L. 
Jackson, Sarah K. Judd, Kathleen M. Kersey, Monica A. Luna, Federico Morales, 
Sarah E. Morrow, Amber R. Noga, Nancy M. Pagano-Litter, Kathryn E. Morton, 
Theresa Pancotto, Jean Rubanick, Dennis L. Schmitt, Kerri L. Sheehan, Leann 
M. Tana, Jennifer N. Vick, Michael Wong 
 
AVMA Graduates 
 
Herb Leoman, Kelly R. Saporito 
 
Foreign Graduates with ECFVG 
 
Russell Codd, Albert E. Guirguis. Darrell M. Nazareth 
 
Endorsement 
 
Lynn Ann Encarnacion 
 
Candidates approved June 11, 2007 
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Senior Graduates 
 
Kali Nicole H. Campbell, Joyeeta De, William Russell Dunaway, Tanya M. Enos,  
Jennifer Proctor Fraker, Elizabeth Hardoon, Joy H. Hollenback, Leisa M. 
Jennings, John E. Joyce, Jaleh L. Khorsandian-Fallah, Kelly M. Kirk, Michael A. 
Maddux, Amy B. Meginness, Courtney L. Riley, Julie Ann Rosenberger, Timothy 
Michael Schwab, Kathryn Anne Tischler, Tsuyoshi Watanabe, Felicite Waterman, 
Kerby C. Weaver, Theresa A. Weir, Billie M. Zeller-Barrett 
 
Foreign Graduates with ECFVG 
 
Darlene V. Fletcher, Albert E. Guirguis, Alex E. Herppich, Ravi K. Nallandigal, 
Paige N. Parkinson, Amy Urdaneta 
 
Endorsement 
 
Carl Agnello, Robert J. Arnott, Charles Robert Chase, Carl Thomas Jehn, Jr., 
Karon R. Jennings, Colleen A. O’Meara, Frank Nesson Ridgley, Wanda J. Sisum 
 
Candidates approved July 6, 2007 
 
Senior Graduates 
 
Matthew Bargo, Carrie Lee Bateman Baxley, David M. Brown, Ryan P. 
Cavanaugh, Heather Davis, Kimberly E. Dorman, Erin Gordon, Maria Del Mar 
Guzman, Heather Ann Kreager, Erin S. Newkirk, Allison Sloane Pollack, Jennifer 
Rachel Read, Gregory R. Schmidt, Carrie L. Sherwood, Laura Alise Wood, 
Roderick M. Wood 
 
Foreign Graduates 
 
Tania Carrasco, Randy Dominguez, Mildre Machin, Cesar Morales, Alfredo E. 
Noguera, Leonel Pacheco 
 
Foreign Graduates with ECFVG 
 
Francisco J. Alvarez Berger, Alexander B. Cortes, Arvind Da Costa, Keshava R. 
Eega, Luis J. Garcia, Tetyana Gephart, Srilatha Kancharkuntla, Kimberly 
Lindamood, Nermin Massoud, Sarah E. Moran 
 
Endorsement 
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Carl Agnello, James W. Barr, Paula K. Bullock, Rachel S. Easterly, Matthew 
Richard Krecic, Jose Rafaelix Ramos Ortiz, Susan Lynn Skelding, Martha Sue 
Zimmerman 
 
Candidates approved July 20, 2007 
 
Senior Graduates 
 
Tara J. McFarland, Benjamin E. Nabors, Emily R. Dawson, Alberto J. Rullan, 
Sara M. Hall 
 
Foreign Graduates with ECFVG 
 
Robert C. Houghton, Natalia Novoa, Yaron Shmueli, Derek H. Winebruge 
 
Endorsement 
 
Scott D. Goett, Dicki Lynn Kennedy, Paula S. Medler, Laniel A. Williams, Jennifer 
E. Winter 
 
Candidates approved August 2, 2007 
 
Senior Graduates 
 
Melissa R. Adorno, Rafael J. Borges, Jeremy P. Campfield, Barid E. Fleming, 
Elena Foley, William Hess, Anthony May, Megan K. Murphy 
 
AVMA Graduates 
 
John D. Riddle 
 
Foreign Graduates with ECFVG 
 
Daniel G. Orellana Rimer 
 
Candidates approved September 3, 2007 
 
Senior Graduates 
 
Elizabeth J. Abato, Brooke Bloomberg, Victoria M. Collis, Jessica A. Garcia, 
Desiree L. Mason, Courtney E. North, Nyurka Ojeda, Carley A. Saelinge, Mia 
Nicole Skye 
 
Foreign Graduates with ECFVG 
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Kortney A. O’Neil 
 
Endorsement 
 
Aaron Cohen, Jason Z. Frydenlund, David W. Lavigne, Laurel E. Williams 
 
REPORTS 
 
Board Chair – Dr. JoAnn Helm 
 
Dr. Helm advised the board that she was going to the AAVSB meeting as a staff 
member of the Registration of Accredited Continuing Education (RACE). 
 
Prosecuting Attorney – Drew Winters 
 
Mr. Winters reviewed his report with the board. 
 
Board Counsel – Jeffrey Jones 
 
No report. 
 
Executive Director – Juanita Chastain 
 
Ms. Chastain advised the board that the financial report was in their folders. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Dr. Vega advised the board that the ECFVG program had changed and they no 
longer require the North American Veterinary Licensing Exam (NAVLE) to 
complete the ECFVG.  He stated that they have replaced the test with a basic 
science test.  He stated that he wanted to make the board and the staff aware of 
the change. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 1:30 p.m. 
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