Facts about

Methyl
Methacrylate
Monomer (MMA)

What You Should Know About a Substance
Sometimes lllegally Used with ‘&l Porcelains” orAcrylic Nails”

Baclground:

* In 1974, the od and Dug Administration identi ed Methyl Methacylate Monomer (MMA)
as apoisonous and hamful subgance.

* In 2004 Florida banned its use cosmetology salons.

* MMA has legitimate applications in the medical and dental industries and in the manu-
facturing of resins and plasticsHowever, MMAmay notbe used in the application
of arti cial nalils.

Side Eects:

» The side eects of consumer exposure to MMA include skin aiess, headaches, loss of the

nail plate, and loss of sensation in the ng@ps. Long-term exposure can cause permane
damage to the nail technician’s respiratpisystem and ligr.

* MMA is so strong that when an tcial nail is jammed or caught, instead o&fling harmlessl|
o the natural nail, it holds tight, causing painful breaks or tears.

Getting your nails done?

* MMA is dif cult to detect. It looks li& other approwed nail products useddr creating ati cial
nails. Consumers should watchbrfthe llowing warning signs:

o Unusually strong or strange odor;

0 Arti cial nails which are extremely hard and areexy dif cult to le ev en with coarse
abrasiwes; and

0 Arti cial nails which will not soak o in nail removal soknts.

» Consumers should ask their nail technicians about the products they are using and ask t(
the Saéty Data Sheetdr the nail technician’s products to ensure that they do
not contain MMA.

Consumers believing they have receivedtiarial nail services with

products containing MMA, or consumers knowing of a salon using MMA,
should le a complaint with the Depatment of Business and Pre$sional
Regulation online at or call 1850.4871395.




